JULY 2O15

INFORMATION

CLUB FLY-INS
We hold club fly-ins each month (winter
included) at various sites. These are informal
events and are a great way of meeting other
MKF members.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Your membership cards can obtain you
discounts for purchases from most kite retailers
in the UK, and gain you entry to events and
festivals free or at a reduced cost. Please keep
them safe.
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
All fully paid up members are covered by
Public Liability Insurance to fly kites safely for
pleasure anywhere in the world. If you injure
anyone whilst flying your kite the injured party
may be able to claim on the club insurance for
up to £5,000,000. The club has Member-toMember Liability Insurance. A claim may be
refused if the flier was found to be flying a kite
dangerously - e.g. using unsuitable line, in
unsuitable weather; flying over people,
animals, buildings or vehicles. This insurance
does not cover you for damage to, or loss or
theft of members' kite/s.
BUGGIES, BOARDS & KITESURFING
Unfortunately we are not able to cover these
activities within the clubs insurance policy.

‘MKFNEWS’ DEADLINES FOR 2015+
MKFNEWS
1

13

2

14

3

15

4

16

‘COPY’
DEADLINE
24th
September
25th
December
25th March
2O16
24th June
2O16

PUBLISHING
DATE
Mid October
2O15
Mid January
2O16
Mid April 2O16
Mid July 2O16

The MKFNEWS is pleased to print articles and
photographs submitted by any interested party.
All submissions are reproduced at the Editors
discretion, however the Club cannot be held
responsible for any views or comments
contained in any such articles.
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The topography of the Port of Nagasaki
resembles an amphitheater looking out to sea.
Another major feature of Nagasaki are the
houses that extend up the slopes to the summits
of the city’s mountains. The lights from these
houses give Nagasaki its renowned “milliondollar”
nighttime
scenery.
The Port of Nagasaki is the focus of the city’s
exchanges with other countries. Nagasaki also
boasts a number of unique festivals that
highlight the city’s food culture and local
traditions.
The city of Nagasaki, which for years prospered
as a port of trade with Portugal, was also the
window through which Christianity first arrived in
Japan.
However, in 1587, Toyotomi Hideyoshi (the
daimyo who unified Japan) decreed a ban on
Christianity. This resulted in an incident known
as “the execution of the 26 saints”. 26
Christians were rounded up in the cities of

Kyoto, Osaka, and Sakai, brought to Nagasaki
via an overland route in large two-wheeled
wagons, and executed at Nishizaka. This
marked the first significant incident of
martyrdom in Japan and triggered the period
of pervasive persecution and martyrdom that
followed.
Subsequent to this era, however, an impressive
event took place that later became known as
a miracle. In 1865, after an interval of about
300 years, a community of descendants of the
original Japanese Christians was discovered
living in the Urakami district. This incident
became known worldwide as a miracle in the
history of religion. Later, Oura Catholic Church a national treasure known officially as “the
Cathedral of the Martyrdom of the 26 Saints of
Japan” - was built by a French priest who
dedicated it in prayer to the 26 martyred
saints.

長崎ハタ Nagasaki Hata kite

Hata is build at Nagasaki Prefecture, Kyushu.
It does not look like other Japanese traditional kite in shape. It is believed that this kite is imported
from far-east Asian counties,such as China,Thailand and Indonesia.
Nagasaki was the only one harbour when Japan closed to foreign countries during Edo
period(1603-1867).
It is fairly certain that Nagasaki Hata fighting kite is a derivation of the Indian Fighter. It bears a
close resemblance to the classic Indian Fighter, differing only in the absence of the Indian
support fin at the tail, and in having its two leading edges supported by guidline of string, while
the Indian version has its leading edges unsupported. Nagasaki Hata is traditionally coloured red,
white and blue, in the manner of the Dutch ensign.
This is an exceptionally manoeuvable kite capable of flying at amazing speeds with considerable
directional control. Equipped with cutting devices such as porcelain glued to the line below the
bridle be means of egg white, rice or other natural adhesives, it is a fearsome opponent in
competition.

Byobu Folding Screens .

A Breath of Fresh Air for Kite Fliers

After a Decline in Interest, the Nagasaki Hata Club Goes to Schools to Demonstrate Ancient Art Form

By Kimberlee Bortfeld

Special to the Mercury News

NAGASAKI, Japan – Eigi Nakamura may have wrinkles on his face but he’s as animated as a schoolboy.
The 64-year-old retired from his corporate executive job in March and now spends his days flying kites and
teaching the sport to younger Japanese.
Retired corporate executive Eigi Nakamura demonstrates kite-flying techniques to children in Nagasaki.
"Speed-o, speed-o," he yells to a group of boys from Kawarajyo Junior High School. The students are on a
class trip from Osaka, about 350 miles northeast of Nagasaki. The wind has changed and Nakamura
gestures to the students to quickly shorten their strings.
"When the wind is strong, you let the string out," he says to them. "But when it is weak, you bring it back." His
arms, tanned by years in the sun, pump back and forth as he demonstrates.
Nakamura has been flying kites, or hata as they are called in Nagasaki, for 60 years. But he is one of just a
few dozen kite masters left in the city.
Kite making and flying used to be passed down in Nagasaki’s families, says kite master Akihiro Ogawa, 53.
But today, parents are busy with work and children are so preoccupied with homework, cram schools and
video games that they no longer make time for the sport, he says.
But he and Nakamura hope to change that.
They are members of the Nagasaki Hata Club, a group of kite enthusiasts dedicated to preserving the
sport. All of the club members are over 40.
And most, like Nakamura, are over 60. But while many of them were unable to interest their own children in
the sport, they hope to keep the tradition alive by teaching school kids – one class at a time.
"My son, who is 30 now, didn’t want to learn hata and that made me sad," says Nakamura. "But maybe by
going out and teaching people like these students from Osaka, the sport won’t die."
With the support of the Nagasaki board of education, the club conducts kite making and flying classes in
Nagasaki’s elementary schools. They also offer lessons to visiting school groups from around Japan. For the
students from Osaka, today’s lesson brings many surprises.
"We used to fly kites in elementary school, but it’s not so popular at our age," says freshman Mariko Ishii, 14.
"But today, I found it really interesting. You usually have to run to fly the kites, but with these Nagasaki kites
you don’t have to run."
With the club members as coaches, students launch the kites as they might paper airplanes, tossing them
forward until they catch wind. Typically with a flick of the wrist and a tug on the string, the kites, with their
light bamboo frames, take off. They then twirl, spin and dance, slowly bursting upward into the sky.
"The kites aren’t as easy to control as they seem," says Akiyo Kurozumi, 14. "But you don’t need a lot of
power and strength to keep them up."
According to Ogawa, the Nagasaki hata evolved from Indonesian kites brought by Dutch traders in the
1600s. At that time, Japan was closed to the world except for Dejima island in Nagasaki harbor, which
remained open to limited foreign contact.

The faces of the kites are shaped like diamonds and made from Japanese mulberry paper or washi. The
patterns – made by cutting and pasting paper – are simple with clean lines. As one teenage girl says, they
are "surprisingly Japanese-looking." The more than 200 traditional designs, however, retain international
origins. Ogawa says that the colors – red, white and blue – reflect those of the Dutch flag, and that the
patterns resemble ship signals, family crests, Chinese characters, plants and animals.
But while delicate in appearance, the hata are fierce in the air. Nagasaki is known for its hata battles, with
thousands of kite enthusiasts from around the world descending on the city each April for the Nagasaki
International Kite Festival.
"If you want to fight the hata, you start by yelling out a warning to your opponent," says Nakamura. "At
some point if the strings cross and if yours cuts the other one down, you win. And you get his kite."
During fights, a section of the kite’s hemp string is switched with string coated with powdered glass or
bidiro, making it sharp enough to cut.
While the students from Osaka didn’t get a chance to fight their hata during the lesson, they say they will
take the kites back and have battles in their schoolyard.
"I’m looking forward to fighting the kites," says Norihiko Maeda, 14. "It sounds exciting and maybe I will win."
Nakamura, who calls himself a master of hata battles, says he has almost 200 kites at home, many of
which he won in such contests.
But the fights are all in fun. For Nakamura and many of the club members, the benefits of kite flying go
beyond ephemeral triumphs.
"On good wind days, the string can get more than a half mile long so that the kite becomes so small and
far away that you can barely see it," says Nakamura. "Flying hata is also a great way to keep your body
strong. You’re out in nature surrounded by clean air. It’s good for the soul."
Member Shigeru Okazaki, 56, says kite flying with the students brings back memories of his own childhood
summers. Born during World War II, he learned the sport from his father and grandfather when he was 6.
They lived on a farm with plenty of open sky.
"When I’m out flying hata, I think back to those times," he says. "Kite flying means that summer has arrived."
Club members say they hope that younger Japanese will feel the same affection for hata as they do, even
if for a short while.
"The kids seem to enjoy our lessons very much, but I don’t know how much they will play with the hata
afterward," says Ogawa. "But I believe that they will never forget it. At least, they will remember this day."
This story originally appeared in the August 8, 2002 edition of the San Jose Mercury News

Bold blue and red! Kitemaking has a long tradition in Japan -- look at
these special fighters from Nagasaki.

Japanese Kites:

In Pursuit of Nagasaki Blue
WRITTEN BY TAKAFUMI SUZUKI SEPTEMBER 2, 2008
Today, you’ll learn something about the
Japanese kite culture: Compared to other
Japanese cities, Nagasaki has a particularly
colourful look to it. The town has an
international feel, but in a different way to
cosmopolitan mega-city Tokyo. Nagasaki was
the only port town open to foreign trade during
the Edo Period, and that influence has left its
mark in many ways, including the aesthetic
sense of its citizens. This week PingMag MAKE
speaks to kite maker Akihiro Ogawa with a
particularly fastidious attitude to colour.
Interview
by
Takafumi
Suzuki
Translation by Claire Tanaka

Dyed paper waiting to be made into a kite.
First off, could you tell me a bit about Nagasaki
kites?
First and foremost, Nagasaki kites are fighting
kites. The movement is the most important

thing. They have no trailing tail, and they have
bits of glass stuck to the string. Of course, that’s
used to cut your opponent’s kite string with.
Every April, when the southwesterly winds come
blowing in, there’s a big kite fighting
tournament here in Nagasaki
Fighting kites! That sounds so dramatic! Was
that style of kite invented here in Nagasaki?
Nagasaki kites have their origin in the area
around India and Pakistan. When the Dutch
East India Company was around, people
came here on the Dutch boats and they
brought kites called Indian Fighters. They came
into Dejima Island on the trade boats just as
the southwesterly winds were blowing. And
while the tradesmen where holding their
discussions, the sailors had time to kill before
they set sail again. So what did they do with
their free time but fly what were to become
Nagasaki kites. Traditionally, kits are flown at
New Years in Japan, but in Nagasaki, when the
north wind changes to the southwesterly is
when we fly our kites here.

A kite-flying scene from the Edo-era. The
people on the roof holding poles are called
‘yadamon,’ and they try to catch the runaway
kites and keep them for themselves. There is a
finders-keepers rule for loose kites. The two
bottom photos show the pole the yadamon
uses to catch the kites.
Despite all that, the designs on all the kites are
surprisingly simple.

You’re battling your kite one hundred meters in
the air, so you’ve got to be able to tell your kite
apart from that of your opponent from a long
distance. That’s why the patterns we use are
quite simple. Basically, there are three colours.
I imagine the colours originated with the
colours used on the Dutch flag. They say that’s
where the designs came from. That’s probably
why they look so non-Japanese.
Mr. Ogawa, have you always been a kite
maker?
No, I actually lived in Sugamo, inTokyo, for a
while and worked for Shimizu Construction. The
pay was really good. But my father, who was
an atomic bomb victim, got cancer. Since
there was no one else to take over the shop, I
wound up doing it. But at that time, they
weren’t making enough to live on from selling
kites alone. So just like that, I went from Tokyo
to Nagasaki, and my lifestyle went from
heaven to hell. (laughs)

The callus-covered hand of a craftsman.
But, now you make enough just from the kites,
right?
Yes. But it took many years before I was able to
do it on just the kites alone. It was around 1989
when I finally made it. Up until then, I had two
irons on the fire. I was doing construction
labour as well as the kites. It was tough going.
I’d wake up early and go to the construction
site, and in the evening I’d come home and
make kites. My father had told me, “Don’t let
the kites die out.” With his wishes in mind, I
worked really hard. And little by little, we
started to sell more and more. And then I
decided to build a Nagasaki kite museum, and
borrowed some money from the bank to do it.

Working a day job while single-handedly
reviving the kite company,
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that must have been a monumental task!
All I did was stay serious and work my hardest.
From morning to night, my hands were in
motion practically the whole time. I never went
out drinking at night, and I never even went out
to the bars when I was in Tokyo participating in
department store special product fairs. But if
you’ve got an exhibit in a department store,
you wind up surrounded by pretty young girls
anyhow. (Laughs) I didn’t want to screw up. I’d
have been the shame of Nagasaki.
(Laughs) Liquor, ladies, and dice. If you let
those three evils take you over, you’re done for.
Well, it’s important to get a good taste once so
you know what you’re missing. (Laughs)

Dying the paper is much harder than making
the frames. Mr. Ogawa only mastered the art of
producing a consistently bright blue four years
ago.
Did you learn how to make kites from your
father?
No. My dad was sick, you see. He just told me
to keep trying until I got it right. He told me,
“Persevere, stay serious. If you do that, you’ll
learn. If you do that, you’ll be all right.” He
watched me cutting the bamboo for the
framework, and I know he was thinking “He’s
pretty poor at this.” At that time I was a rank
amateur, so it’s only natural. So no, I couldn’t
really say I learned it from him.
What was the hardest part about teaching
yourself how to make the kites?
The colours were the hardest part. My father
would make the frames himself, but he bought
coloured paper from a big kite manufacturer
and used it to make his kites. So I was
completely on my own trying to figure out how
to make the colours. Of course, that big
kitemaker wasn’t going to tell me how they did
it. So I just had to experiment myself, how much
powder to how many litres of water. The
powder got all over my face. One day I’d be
all red, another I’d be blue. I sure wasted a lot
of expensive paper and dye, but I really had
no idea what I was doing. (Laughs)

The bright, blocky designs on Nagasaki kites
are said to have their origin in the Netherlands.
The bright colours you use now are the results
of those experiments.
I’ve only been able to consistently produce the
same bright colours for the past four or five

years now. It’s been thirty years since I started.
The red is an acid dye so it’s not so hard, but
the blue is an alkaline-based dye that reacts
with the air and causes a chemical reaction
which changes it to an acid. I try to get a rich,
deep blue, Nagasaki blue. But it’s not merely a
case of adding more dye to get a darker
colour. That actually makes a stronger
chemical reaction. It might look alright directly
after you paint it on, but when you look at it
after it has dried, you can see how the colour
has changed. When I first saw that I was so
disappointed, my face blanched, and my own
face was bluer than the kites. (Laughs)
It’s such delicate work! But the fact that you’ve
spent thirty years pursuing the ideal colour is a
real example of dedication.
I even asked a science professor at Nagasaki
University to help me out but he just told me,
“Blue’s tough!” But the fact that I didn’t give up
then is because I was born a kitemaker, I’ve
got a duty to the kitemaking tradition. I’ve
managed to catch up to and outpace the big
shop I had as my goal. But all the time I was
experimenting, I wasn’t making a whole lot of
money. (Laughs)

Blindingly bright blue paper (above) Kite strings
coated with bits of glass to cut the opponent’s
kite loose (below).
Even then you continued, and in the end you
made this vibrant Nagasaki blue all on your
own. That really makes you a great man in my
books.
What are you talking about! I may be the only
kite maker, but I didn’t do it alone. My family,
my neighbours, my friends, my customers were
all there. They listened to me when I was

having trouble, they lent me a hand, and they
took me to dinner. I had those people around
me, and that’s how I was able to do it. I must
never forget my gratitude to them. If you’re not
grateful, you’ll never be able to continue.
That’s the way it is with anything.

The Ogawa
Tako
Kazagashira-machi
Nagasaki.

Ten kite
factory
in
11-2, Nagasaki City,

Kite maker Akihiro Ogawa, born in Nagasaki in
1949.
Aww, we want to get our hand on these kites to
let them fly! Thank you, Akihiro Ogawa, and
thanks to PingMag MAKE!

PETER POWELL KITES ARE BACK!*!
In 1972, Peter Powell developed a steerable
kite, using dual lines. Very early Peter Powell
kites had spars made of ramin which were later
replaced with aluminium tubing and later still
by glass fibre spars. Originally they all came
with clear plastic sails, though later blue, red
and yellow sails became available. The kites
came with a long, hollow polyethylene tail that
was inflated by the wind. The tail added
stability as well as looking good when
performing stunts.
Peter Powell won the silver and gold diploma
for his kite at the Exhibition of New Inventions
and Techniques in Geneva in 1975. In 1976,
the Peter Powell kite was elected toy of the
year by the British Association of Toy Retailers.
Millions of kites were sold and flying steerable
kites became a craze in the mid-70′s in the UK.
The popularity of all types of multiple-line kite
flying today can be attributed directly to Peter
Powell’s development of a modern, dual line
kite.Peter often took his kites around the
country and sold them from the back of his
car. In 1974 (approx) he was selling them on
Paignton sea front. He advertised by simply
flying the kites. Now his two sons, Mark and
Paul, have produced an updated model of the
world famous Original Stunt Kite, the MK3. It
retains all the classic features of the original but
with a modern twist, including Peter Powell
handles, moulded from the hands of the
legend himself! Also with stronger line,
reinforced sail and a simpler way of attaching
the Sky Streamer.

Mark and Paul have worked tirelessly to ensure
that the kite is top quality. Hundreds of hours

have been spent flying the kite around the
Cotswold hills, testing the kite to destruction
and amending and tweaking its components
to ensure it withstands mother nature’s extreme
weather conditions. The kite has been tested in
temperatures from zero to 30 degrees
centigrade, in sleet and snow, full-blown gales
and torrential rain and come out unscathed.

The Powell brothers first showed their father,
Peter, the new kite model on the day the
Olympic Torch came through Shurdington in
Cheltenham. Peter was astonished and
delighted at what they had achieved behind
closed doors.

A further year has passed with more testing to
ensure that they were making a kite suitable for
a whole family to fly as the brothers’ vision is of
creating a family kite rather than a Power kite.
When the news got out that the kites were
coming back, we heard from Mark P in
Nottingham whoes feelings seemed to echo
the boys vision:
.
“I’m 37 now, but back in the 80s I spent many
long hours flying my blue Peter Powell kite whilst
on holls in Skegness with my family. I’d literally
be out all day with it and maybe my boy will
also enjoy flying this one when the time
comes!”
Peter and his family regularly have hours of fun
flying the new kite around the Devil’s Chimney
on Cheltenham’s Leckhampton Hill whenever
there is a bit of wind.
Paul and Mark had a dream, just like their dad
so many years ago, that the Peter Powell Stunt
Kite would make a come-back and now the
dream has come true.
Peter and his family hope you get as much
pleasure from flying your kite as they have had
making it.
Happy flying – from the Powells!

CONTACT US
PETER POWELL KITES
 Suite 226,
20 Winchcombe Street
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire UK
 Tel: +44 (0)7767 679700
 Email: sales@peterpowellkites.co.uk

MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2O15
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SUNDAY

3rd PRUDHOE KITE FEST, HIGHFIED PARK, PRUDHOE,NR NEWCASTLE, NE42 6EY
6th KITE FEST TWENTERAND, LEIDJIK EAST 40 , 7676 TB

5

MKF FLY-IN COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ
3rd PRUDHOE KITE FEST, HIGHFIED PARK, PRUDHOE,NR NEWCASTLE, NE42 6EY

WESTERHAAR-VRIEZENVEENSEWIJK, THE NETHERLANDS.

3

6th KITE FEST TWENTERAND, LEIDJIK EAST 40 , 7676 TB
WESTERHAAR-VRIEZENVEENSEWIJK, THE NETHERLANDS.

JULY

HOGHTON KITE FESTIVAL,HOGHTON, NR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE PR5 0SH
POOLE KITE PICNIC,HAMWORTHY PARK, LULWORTH AVE, POOLE, DORSET,BH15 4DH
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AUGUST
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5
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11 37th ANNUAL BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL, STANMER PARK,BRIGHTON, B31 2BQ

BARMOUTH KITE FESTIVAL, ON THE BEACH, OPP LIFEBOAT ST, BARMOUTH, WALES

18
25

HEREFORD & LEOMINSTER KITE FESTIVAL, BERRINGTON HALL, HR6 0DW.
KITES OVER DRURIDGE WITH NEKF,WIDDRINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND NE61 0DW
4th ST ANNES KITE FESTIVAL, LYTHAM ST ANNES, NR BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE
15th DUNSTABLE DOWNS KITE FESTIVAL,WHIPSNADE RD, DUNSTABLE, BEDS, LU62GY

1

NORTH HANTS KITERS JOLLY-UP 17,FARLEIGH RD, CLIDDESDEN, HANTS, RG25 2JL

8

MKF KITE WEEKEND RUFFORD ABBEY,OLLERTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, NG22 9DF

12

37th ANNUAL BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL, STANMER PARK,BRIGHTON, B31 2BQ

19

HEREFORD & LEOMINSTER KITE FESTIVAL, BERRINGTON HALL, HR6 0DW.

26

KITES OVER DRURIDGE WITH NEKF,WIDDRINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND NE61 0DW
4th ST ANNES KITE FESTIVAL, LYTHAM ST ANNES, NR BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE
15th DUNSTABLE DOWNS KITE FESTIVAL,WHIPSNADE RD, DUNSTABLE, BEDS, LU62GY

2

MKF FLY-IN COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ

9

MKF KITE WEEKEND RUFFORD ABBEY, OLLERTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, NG22 9D

NORTH HANTS KITERS JOLLY-UP 17, FARLEIGH RD, CLIDDESDEN, HANTS, RG25 2JL
ROYSTON ROTARY CHARITY KITE FESTIVAL, THERFIELD HEATH, ROYSTON, B31 2BQ

TESTON BRIDGE KITE FESTIVAL, TESTON BRIDGE COUNTRY PARK, TESTON LANE,

TESTON BRIDGE KITE FESTIVAL, TESTON BRIDGE COUNTRY PARK, TESTON LANE,

NR MAIDSTONE, KENT. ME18 5BX

15

BARMOUTH KITE FESTIVAL, ON THE BEACH OPP LIFEBOAT ST, BARMOUTH, WALES

NR MAIDSTONE, KENT. ME18 5BX

24th PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, SOUTHSEA , PORTSMOUTH.

16

5th WESTERN LAKE DISTRICT KITE FESTIVAL,HAVERIGG,CUMBRIA

MKF FLY-IN

CROOME NT, NR HIGH GREEN, WORCESTER, WR8 9DW.

24th PORTSMOUTH INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, SOUTHSEA , PORTSMOUTH.
5th WESTERN LAKE DISTRICT KITE FESTIVAL,HAVERIGG,CUMBRIA
HUNSTANTON KITE FESTIVAL, HUNSTANSTON, NORFOLK.

17

18

19

20

21

24
31

25

26

27

28

22

BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, THE DOWNS, STOKE ROAD,DURDHAM

23

DOWN, BRISTOL, BS9 1PG

BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, THE DOWNS, STOKE ROAD,DURDHAM
DOWN, BRISTOL, BS9 1PG
NKG FLY-IN ON THE BEACH, NR THE LEISURE CENTRE, FLEETWOOD, LANCASHIRE

29

30

B.H.

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

5
1

2

3

4

KITES OVER BEWL, BEWL WATER, NR LAMBERHURST, KENT, TN3 8JH

MKF FLY-IN COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ

6

KITES OVER BEWL, BEWL WATER, NR LAMBERHURST, KENT, TN3 8JH

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF FLIGHT KITE FESTIVAL,EAST FORTUNE AIRFIELD, EDINBURGH.
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EUROCUP SPORT KITE CHAMPIONSHIP 2O15, DUNKERQUE, FRANCE.
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POOLE KITE PICNIC,HAMWORTHY PARK, LULWORTH AVE, POOLE, DORSET,BH15 4DH
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MKF FLY-IN

COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ

MKF EXKITEMENT - APEDALE COUNTRY PARK, NEWCASTLE-U- LYME, On the B5367

11 ONE SKY,ONE WORLD 2O15

MKF FLY-IN

RUFFORD ABBEY, OLLERTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, NG22 9DF

MKF FLY-IN

SITE TO BE CONFIRMED.........

SEE ‘KITE CALENDAR’ FOR ALL OTHER SITES AROUND THE COUNTRY.........
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NKG LIGHT UP THE SKY FOR CIN, OTTERPOOL, SOUTH LIVERPOOL.

CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL KITE FEST, ZANDVLEI, MUIZENBERG,SOUTH AFRICA
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MKF - 12th KEDLESTON HALL KITE DAY, QUARNDON, NR DERBY, D22 5JH.
FESTIVAL OF THE WINDS, Q. ELIZABETH DRIVE,BONDI BEACH 2026,SYDNEY, AUS..

BANK HOLIDAY

8
15 ‘ MKF

MKF FLY-IN

COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ

CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL KITE FEST, ZANDVLEI, MUIZENBERG,SOUTH AFRICA

REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY

AGM’ - RISLEY PARK INN, RISLEY, DERBYSHIRE, DE72 3SS from 10.30
22
29
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13
20

MKF FLY-IN

COFTON PARK, LONGBRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. B31 2BQ

NKG XMAS FLY-IN OVERLOOKING THE MERSEY, OTTERPOOL, SOUTH LIVERPOOL.
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As with any calendar of future events please check with the organisers before travelling any distance.

Return to a much loved flying site........

Sunday 27th September 2O15
Market Bosworth Country Park is located on the eastern edge of the
traditional market town of Market Bosworth, fourteen miles west of
Leicester. The car park can be found off The Park (B585), CV13 0LP.
Grid ref: SK 41122 03193. There is a Car Parking fee of £2.50, so come
prepared. Toilets are available on site. Height clearance will be 500 feet.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

CROOME N.T. - Croome D’Abitot, Nr High Green, Worcester, WR8 9DW.

Step into what remains of a secret wartime air base, now our Visitor Centre, where thousands of
people lived and worked in the 1940s. Walk through a masterpiece in landscape design, which is
'Capability' Brown's very first. Over the last 17 years we have painstakingly restored what was once
a lost and overgrown 18th century parkland and we’re continuing this work today.
Find Croome Court, the home of the Earls of Coventry, at the heart of the park, which has been
patiently waiting for its revival. Its time has come in 2015 as Croome Redefined starts to pull this
glorious yet faded house back from the brink. Explore un-restored spaces and the intricate repair
works which will see the house change forever.

12th KEDLESTON HALL KITE DAY
Sunday 13th September 2O15
Near Quarndon, Derby, D22 5JH.

 01332 842191

Grid Reference: 128:SK312403

HOW TO GET THERE: Aim for the intersection of A52 / A38, and follow A38
(North). Take the first exit (By Derby University.) and continue along
Kedleston Road towards Quarndon.

This spectacular example of 18th century neoclassical architecture was
chosen as one of the major locations for the 2008 period blockbuster,
The Duchess. Starring Keira Knightly, the film delves into the life of
gambler, fashion icon and all-round eccentric Georgina, the Duchess of
Devonshire. Filming spanned four weeks with at least six different rooms
used.

FLYING AREA

Bristol International Kite Festival
is back with new dates and a new venue...
22nd and 23nd August 2015
on Bristol's Durdham Downs.

Organisers are planning an action-packed aerial
extravaganza with international kite guests expected from
as far as Kuwait and America to join flyers and enthusiasts
from across Europe.
The arena programmes will feature spectacular flying
displays, kite fighting battles, artistic kites, breathtaking
synchronised routines flown to music and awesome power
kites as well as colourful ground-based air creations and
banners of all shapes and sizes.
To add to the festive atmosphere there will also be
fantastic play structures and children s attractions,
specialist kite traders, a licensed bar and an array of
appetising food and drink.
Festival times
The Festival programme runs from 11am to 5pm on both
days.

need to insert a code to register
which will be downs2015
Also if anyone wants to stay over
we have some rooms still going in
the University Hall of residence
nearby where we are putting all
our guests/team etc . Rooms are
single en-suite arranged in cluster
flats of 6 rooms per flat, and
include continental breakfast for
£35 per person per night.
There will be usual on site party on
the Saturday evening. Tickets have
been pegged at £10 per adult
and £5 for under 12s

We are just about to launch our
online advance car parking for
Bristol.
We are going to ask fliers to apply
for their passes on line this year via
our website www.kite-festival.org.uk
and print out/display pass on their
windscreen on arrival. The Kite Flier
parking is off Circular Road – there
will be signs and directions on the
tickets.
They will be able to park on the
road which encircles the flying
arenas which we are getting
closed off to normal traffic - so
really handy for dropping kit etc –
as the main public car park is quite
a way off across the Downs. Price is
£4 (as opposed to £8 on the day!!)
for weekend and/or valid either
day. When they go on website they

.

A Breezy Day – back when....

Hi Bill
Hope you are well.
What do you think to this. Alport Stone near
Wirksworth. A scenic spot in the Amber Valley,
Derbyshire . Says in leaflet have occasional
venue for events such as kite flying.
Been trying to find out more information but no
luck as yet, perhaps you can do better.
Kevin & Kay

BROAD HAVEN 2O16
Saturday 30th April 2O16
Sunday 1st May 2O16
Monday 2nd May 2O16
May Day - Bank Holiday
Contact Bill Souten for more details...
 52 Shepherd’s Court, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 9DF.
 billy.souten@btinternet.com
 07840800830

BY KITE FLIERS
FOR KITE FLIERS
WITH KITE FLIERS
ABOUT KITE FLIERS

Well Bill, Kay & I went to Alport stone this
Monday to see what its like and all it was is a
viewing point. High up, very rocky, no where
hardly to lay kites down, no flat field, several
aerial masts. Very narrow single track roads to
get there. All in all not very good for kite events
Cheers for now
Kevin & Kay
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Two full days of kite flying in Pembrokeshire on Broad Haven’s ‘Blue Flag’ Beach.
Followed by a day flying at Hilton Court Gardens and Crafts, Roch, Pembrokeshire.
with its stunning coastal views overlooking St Brides Bay.
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Full details from Bill Souten – Midlands Kite Fliers of Great Britain. Email Bill @ bill.souten@mkf.org.uk.

Full details from Bill Souten – Midlands Kite Fliers of Great Britain. Email Bill @ bill.souten@mkf.org.uk.

Full details from Bill Souten – Midlands Kite Fliers of Great Britain. Email Bill @ bill.souten@mkf.org.uk.

Full details from Bill Souten – Midlands Kite Fliers of Great Britain. Email Bill @ bill.souten@mkf.org.uk.

LOST – ONE KITE FLIER!

There is always ONE poser!

Bills new pennants

Ray for tea anyone?

May Day – Monday 4th May 2O15

This might be the
coolest kite ever
by Larra Morris

August 23, 2013 at 5:53 AM

Left up to Tomás Saraceno, the buildings of the
future might look a lot like kites. Not just any
kite, either. In his most recent work, the
Argentinian artist re-imagines buildings as
massive, shimmering pyramids that would lift off
land and float in the air on a windy day.
Commissioned to accompany the Maasvlakte
2
expansion
of
Rotterdam’s
port,
Saraceno’s Solar Bell sculpture is a fantastical
look at what could be possible if air replaced
land as the basis for future architecture.
Despite its futuristic aesthetic, the Solar Bell was
actually inspired by a century-old flying
machine designed by Alexander Graham Bell.
You probably know Bell as the man who
invented the telephone, but he was actually
quite active in the early days of aviation when
engineers were exploring how to make
manned flight a reality. Bell’s tetrahedronshaped kite concept looked to maximize
surface area and minimize weight through the
use of light, pyramid-shaped sails. The idea
was to make a machine capable of carrying a
man and a motor into flight, and though he did
achieve that, Bell’s kite ultimately failed to
inspire the future of manned flight.

Seen recently somewhere on the internet......
Ideal for those wet flying days, when you could
just sit inside the tent, see everything but not
get a bit wet. However, totally unsuitable for
Calke Abbey this year......... too windy...

ONE YOUNG LADIES ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM
OF NO WIND AT YOUR LOCAL KITE FESTIVAL

STOLEN KITES

-----Original Message----From: Tonyandchris@btinternet.com
[mailto:Tonyandchris@btinternet.com]
Sent: 06 April 2015 18:05
To: committee@bkfa.org.uk
Subject: [BKFA Feedback] Stolen kites
Tony and Chris Smith sent a message using the
contact form at http://bkfa.org.uk/contact.
Can you please pass this on to all members to
gain maximum coverage. Skyflyers NL had their
trailer and kite stock stolen last Saturday
morning. Members of BKFA who fly in Europe
will know of the team with their ginormous
inflatable comic characters and being good
people who fly to enjoy and to have fun.

Lorraine Peterson

178mm

ALCESTER & WORCESTER
KITE FLIERS

285mm

A

Meet on the third Sunday of each month at
Worcester Woods Country Park, Wildwood
Drive, Worcester, WR5 2LG.
They also meet on Bank Holiday Mondays at
the same site.
DIRECTIONS
From J7 of M5 follow A44 to Worcester (follow
the brown and white tourist signs) at the
roundabout turn right onto Swinesherd Way
then 1st left onto Wildwood Drive.
From J6 of M5 follow A4538 to Evesham, (follow
the brown and white tourist signs) turn right at
1st roundabout onto B4636 (to Worcester) then
left at the next roundabout (Nunnery Way A4440) and then right at the next roundabout
onto Wildwood Drive.
They are an extremely friendly group who fly an
interesting aray of different kites, when the wind
is right....
The ‘Desperato’ Kite opposite is their adopted
Club Kite. Many of the originals were made by
the late Graham Wyle, a very skilful kite maker.
Visit them, you will be made very welcome..
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‘DESPERATO’ KITE

X

By Leland Toy

‘American Kite’ Magazine, Spring 1989
Redrawn by John Southerton 1997
Adopted club kite for
Alcester & Worcester Kite Fliers
A Bow = 3mm x 915mm fibreglass rod.
B Tail spar = 3mm fibreglass rod.
C Top Bridle = 405mm.
D Bottom Bridle = 534mm.
E Towing Point
F Longeron = 6mm fibreglass rod

478mm

127mm
B

N.B. Make this kite as light as possible!
DO NOT SCALE FROM THIS DRAWING.
© Original design by Leland Toy.
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300mm
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Larger version of this plan overleaf!
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‘OREGON’
SPINNING
WINDSOCK

(This first appeared in the Kite Flier, issue 29, October 1986)

Below aresome very abbreviated instructions
on how to construct one of the spinning
windsocks seen recently at Old Warden. The
instructions were sent by Jacques Durieu of the
Novelle Cervoliste Belge. I hope my translation
is fully comprehensive.
Cut three strips of spinnaker in contrasting colours, 50cm by 8 metres

Cut each strip along the diagonal to the measurements shown.

How to assemble!

Continue in this way, finally joining Strip 1 to Strip 6.
Attach to your flying line using a ball bearing swivel clip.

TWIRLING DROGUE
1. Mark out and cut the ripstop material.
Dimensions shown do not allow for a hem.
Eight triangles are required.
Note the direction of the bias.

2. Sew the triangles on to a piece of stiff tape.
Overlap them by 2cm, as shown below,
When you sew the last triangle loop the tape
round to form a circle, and overlap with the first
triangle with the last.

5. To bring ALL the triangle points together, cut
two 3cm circles of ripstop and either glue or
double sided-tape them as shown below.

6. Then cover all the ends with the second
circle of ripstop..

7. The more accurately this is constructed the
better it will operate.........
3. Now fold over the top half of the tape and
sew, so that all the triangles are caught inside
the tape.

4. Punch holes and insert eyelets, if the
material is suitable holes can be melted with a
hot soldering iron!

8. Now comes the rigging of your drogue...
Four pieces of line are inserted into a swivel,
secured and then the eight ends are tied to
the eight holes in the tape.

I’ve tried to keep these instructions as simple as
possible. Have a go, enjoy.... ED.

SLEDMATISTE
Initiation kite
for 4 lines steering

Sledmatiste C3 Newspaper
If you have two hours of spare-time, you can
use them to build the Sledmatiste C3, the multisled Venet with 3 arches to be flow with 4 lines.
This very simple kite can be assembled more or
less quickly, more or less cheaply, and can be
more or less light depending on the materials
you will use.
.
Compared to the "4 lines standard" Revolution,
the flight of the Sledmatiste C3 is sound within a
fairly wide wind window but you will avoid to fly
it at the edge of it, the sail having then a
tendency to collapse. Yet, you may be able to

reopen it by pulling sharply on the lines. It has
a very stable flight and moves slowly, always at
the same speed. It stops, corkscrews and flies
backward. On the other hand, don't attempt to
fly bacward while going upward (you will
experience sudden collapsing except if you
add an extra optional spar to the rear). Also,

don't attempt the lateral slide (impossible). Its
wind scale is somewhat wide. Are you
convinced ? Well then, let's begin the
assembly.
The sail is made out of Tyvek which can be
found in specialized shops, but you may also
use heavy plastic trash bags or Spinakker
Nylon. begin by drawing the shapes on the
sail, then cut. Reinforce the edges of Tyvek with
Scotch
tape.
The spines are made of carbon tubing Ø5,5 or
5 mm and 82,5 cm long, easily obtained from
our shopkeeper, but you can also use
bamboo, fiberglass tubing or ramin. You will
Scotch them at their tips and to the backside of
the sail and also at the rear bridles attachment
points for the central spines.
.
The intermediary and lateral stiffeners
preventing the closing of the leading,edge of
the arches and of the keels are made "skewer"
bamboo sticks which can be obtained from
your nearest butcher shop. You can also use
plain carbon or fiberglass rods Ø2 or Ø3 mm.
You will Scotch them at their tips on the
backside of the sail.
.
The bridles attachment points are strengthened
with reinforced tape. The bridles are somewhat
light, if you have leftover lengths of Topline (or
Dyneema), that will be perfect. Use a thick
needle to pass the bridles through the sail and
to knot them. The central bridles go around the
spines.
The transversal spar preventing the closing of
the lateral arches is made of plain carbon rod
Ø3 mm or fiberglass rod Ø3 mm or even
carbon rod Ø2 mm. Split bamboo can also be
used. Onthe flying field, you assemble its ends
to the front of the lateral spars using rubber
bands or a piece of Scotch tape.
Do you have the handles and the lines ? No,

well then, this paragraph is for you. Let me say
that their construction will take you more time
that it will take for the assembly of the
Sledmatiste. The handles, inexpensive but
comfortable are detailled on the plan. One

receive the two left lines and the other the right
ones. the four lines are made of 70 Kg Topline
or Dyneema (strong enough to last), or else 45
Kg, and 22,5 meter long each. It is important
that they all have precisely the same length !
Fix firmly one of their ends, unroll them wholly,
stretch the lines with equal force (use a spring
scale or a pulley and a weight or invest in a
"Equalizer"), then mark them at the same spot.
Have you already flow a 4 lines kite ? No, then
concentrate your attention on the following
lines. You have both handles in your hands. Pull
on the two upper lines and simultaneously with
your wrists, pivot upward the lower part of the
handles, you are opening the "throttle", the kite
moves upward. Then, slowly pull on the lower
lines and the kite stops. pull a little more on the
lower lines and the kite moves bacward. Pull
once again on the gas pedal, then pull on the
right lower line, you are slowing down the right
wing of your kite which begins to turn right.
Thanks God, it works the same way to the left !
Before I let you try your new kite, I would like to
give an explanation to the name Venet. I
wouldn't have succeded in conceiving the
Sledmatiste without the experiments of Sylvien
VENET about the Sled
.

C5 : pentaptich about BMPT painting
(Buren, Mosset, Parmentier, Toroni)

Using ‘recycled’ materials (not old
ripstop and reused fibreglass please,)
create your own flying sensation.
Must fly to 200feet, and be fully
stable in the wind conditions of the
day.......
Contact Bill Souten for details...............
bill.souten@mkf.org.uk.

Could cheap sunglasses
make you blind? How Britons
are risking their eye health at
home and abroad

Research shows we’re not looking after our
peepers properly when the sun comes out.
A new campaign is urging us to keep those
UV rays at bay.

By Kate Whiting Last updated: 24 May 2015
My blue-eyed two-year-old son is obsessed
with sunglasses. He’s always trying mine on, so I
recently bought him a cheap, child-sized pair.
He was thrilled, but the first thing my husband
asked when I got them home was “Are they
safe?”
It hadn’t really occurred to me that they might
not be, and I ended up digging the label out
of the bin to check whether they offered full UV
protection.
While the dangers of exposing our skin to the
sun are well-reported, the damage UV rays can
do to our eyesight often gets sidelined. But
worryingly, research has found that, while we
might love a trendy pair of sunnies, we’re more
than a little clueless about why we need to
wear ones with proper UV protection.
Sunburnt cornea
The Think About Your Eyes campaign found that
only 8% of the 1,000 people they questioned
knew that over-exposure to UV rays could lead
to Photokeratitis – a form of sunburn on the
cornea - which makes eyes feel gritty and sore
and can lead to temporary loss of vision.
Unsafe limits
Despite the warnings, only two thirds (63.5%) of
people protected their eyes when on holiday
abroad, dropping to just over half (53%) for
those holidaying in the UK. Clearly we Brits think
that we can’t get burnt if we’re not having fun,
with less than a third (32.9%) bothering to
protect their eyes while working outside.

The study also found that Brits were exposing
themselves to seven times the safe daily limit of
UV light in the summer months – spending an
average of an hour and 45 minutes in the sun.
‘Designer’ glasses offer no protection
Experts say many flimsy, designer sunglasses
offer little to no protection and exposure to UV
rays
could
contribute
to
macular
degeneration, which starts with fuzzy vision and
is the leading cause of blindness in America,
as well as cataracts, a clouding of the lens.
In the last six months, there’s been a 41%
increase in requests for cataract surgery,
according to surgery consultants Clinic
Compare.
Start them young
Optician Andy Hepworth says sun damage to
our eyes can begin in childhood, as children’s
eyes are even more sensitive than adults:
“Children’s eyes are more transparent and they
have wider pupils, allowing more UV light to
pass to the back than in adults. Children are
also more likely to spend time outdoors during
the day so their exposure is greater.
“As damage is cumulative, it’s important to start
good habits early and reduce the likelihood of
early onset of cataracts as well as macular
degeneration and skin cancer in the future.”
6 steps to keep your eyes safe in the sun
Optician Andy Hepworth shares his tips about
practising safe sun this summer:
• Invest in a wide-brimmed hat to reduce the
UV ray exposure to the skin around your eyes
and your eyes themselves.
• Wear wraparound sunglasses, or spectacle
lenses with built in UV protection, on sunny days
(always look for the CE mark on sunglasses to
ensure they offer UV-protection) – this should be
as much of a priority as wearing sunscreen.
• Stay in the shade and try and avoid peak
times for UV exposure – this is the middle of the
morning and afternoon.
• If you wear prescription spectacles, consider
a lens that offers a good level of UV protection
– look for a high E-SPF value for glasses, just as
you’d look for SPF for sunscreen – ask your local
optician to find out more.
• If you wear contact lenses consider a lens
that offers a good level of UV protection.
• Discuss your UV exposure and risk with your
local optician. Regular eye exams can help
identify early eye damage and are extremely
beneficial for your long-term eye and general
health.

Nasa drone takes off
like a helicopter and
flies like a plane

It has a 10-foot wingspan and weighs 28kghalf the size of the 20-foot plane initially
conceived. It’s the 12th prototype created
during a process that has seen a variety of
materials used including foam, fiberglass and
now carbon fibre.
Bill Fredericks, aerospace engineer believes
the GL-10 has many uses - including delivering
small packages.
"Vertical take-off and landing, long endurance
surveillance for agriculture, mapping and other
applications,” he said of the GL-10’s
capabilities.

It’s Greased Lightning! Nasa is developing a
remote-controlled plane/helicopter hybrid
that could soon be delivering your
packages.
By Hannah Bouckley

Nasa has been showing video and photos of a
new type of aerial drone, a cross between an
aeroplane and helicopter dubbed Greased
Lightning.

“A scaled up version - much larger than what
we are testing now - would make also a great
personal air vehicle for one to four people" he
said.
The team at Nasa has been successfully testing
the GL-10’s aerial prowess at a nearby military
base, beginning with hover tests (flying
vertically), before attempting wing-borne flights
(flying forward), controlled from the ground.

The GL-10, as it’s officially called, takes off like
a helicopter but flies like a plane. The craft
includes 10 hybrid diesel-electric engines, with
eight on the wings and two on the tail
Despite having 10 engines, the plane functions
like a three-engine plane as the four on the left
wing, four on the right wing and two on the tail
work together using the same commands.
Check out the video above to find out more.
The drone is a concept, developed by Nasa’s
Langley Research Centre in Virginia.

"During the flight tests we successfully
transitioned from hover to wing-borne flight like
a conventional airplane then back to hover
again. So far we have done this on five flights"
said Fredericks.
The next stage in the testing is to confirm the
concept is more aerodynamically efficient
than a helicopter.
Photo credit: Nasa

Kite Friends- Jean Warren
One little kite in the sky so blue,
Along came another then there were two,
Two little kites flying high above me,
Along came another , then there were three,
Three little kites, just watch how they soar,
Along came another, then there were four,
Four little kites, so high and alive,
Along came another, then there were five.
Five little kites dancing ‘cross the sky,
What a sight to see, way up so high!

Come Fly a Kite- Jean Warren
Come fly a kite
And watch it sail
Across the sky,
Waving its tail!
Kite, Kite
Kite, kite, soaring high,
Reaching, reaching to the sky
First you’re high then you’re low,
Swooping, swirling, round you go,
Kite, kite, fine and free,
Dancing, dancing, just for me.

Flight Fun- Martin Shaw
The shiny kite with arms outstretched,
Soared high above the trees,
It swerved and turned and circled ’round,
And danced upon the breeze.
If, when I put my arms outstretched,
A breeze would lift me high,
I’d flip and soar and circle ’round,
And race the birds that fly.

Kite Days- Mark Sawyer
A kite, a sky, and a good firm breeze
And acres of ground away from trees.
And one hundred yards of clean, strong string–
O boy, O boy! I call that Spring!

To a Red Kite- Lilian More
Fling
yourself
upon the sky.
Take the string
you need.
Ride high,
high
above the park.
Tug and buck
and lark
with the wind.
Touch a cloud,
red kite.
Follow the wild geese
in their flight.

surveillance equipment already, the public
needs to be told far more about why these
drones are actually necessary,” she told
Unmanned aerial vehicles will guard some of BT.com.
the UK’s busiest airports, providing a faster and “The indiscriminate nature of drones means
cheaper alternative to existing policing there is the potential for innocent people to be
caught on film whereas the actual criminals will
surveillance methods.
be missed.”
As prices have dropped to just a few hundred
pounds there are now an estimated to be
50,000 drones in the UK.
However reports of drones flying near airports
and causing flight disruptions have brought
public safety issues and the problems of
policing drones to the fore, with peers
recommending a tracking system for owners.
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) regulations state:
o
A drone must never be flown beyond the
normal unaided 'line of sight' of the
By Hannah Bouckley
person operating it. Approximately 500
Last updated: 27 April 2015, 16:07 BST
metres horizontally or 400ft vertically;
Police guarding London’s major airports are to
A drone must always be flown at least 50
use drones as an efficient way to help improve o
metres distance away from a person,
surveillance.
vehicle, building or structure;
Over the next 18 months drones will be used for
A drone must not be flown within 150
surveillance at Heathrow, Gatwick, Stanstead, o
metres of a congested area or large
Luton and London City airports, as well as
group of people, such as a sporting
selected other UK airports.
event or concert.
According to the BBC, George Trebess from the
National
Counter
Terrorism
Policing BBC London reports that the police and not the
Headquarters
(NCTPH)
said
using
the CAA will be investigating the illegal use of
drones from now on, but Carr believes the rules
technology will save money.
“The technology is transformative. With the new need to be clearer.
system we will be able to carry out missions “The regulation of drones appears dangerously
around seven times faster than ground-based lax where they do not weigh enough to be
activity and at around 10% of the cost. We covered by the main air rules, something it
estimate £1.2m would be saved in three years." appears those selling drones are keen to
They may also be used to provide support exploit,” she said.
“We need clear rules that establish what drones
during serious incidents such as sieges.
The decision follows 18 months of trials and can be used and why, before we see our skies
littered with flying cameras.”
research by NCTPH.
In March 2014, Gatwick Airport began a threemonth pilot scheme, with officers on the
ground recording pictures of the airport from
above.
[Related story: Drone users should be registered
to protect public]
The decision has been met with concern by
privacy campaigners. Emma Carr, director of
civil liberties pressure group Big Brother Watch
questioned the need for drone cameras when
airports
were
already
inundated
with
surveillance equipment.
“With UK airports being scattered with hundreds
if not thousands of CCTV cameras and

Police to use drones for aerial
surveillance at UK airports

DETAILS FOR KITE FLIERS
This ever popular festival is on again in
2O15. Karl and Sara Longbottom have
handed over the organisation to the
Midlands Kite Fliers and Bill Souten.
It will a very similar, relaxed event with all
the usual arrangements.......
On site camping will be available, but
you will have to pre-book your site.
Bookings will be open from 1st June.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Bill if you
have any queries......
CONTACT: BILL SOUTEN
MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN
52 Shepherds Court, Droitwich Spa,
Worcestershire, WR9 9DF.
 07840800830
Email: bill.souten@mkf.org.uk

