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READY FOR SOME
NIGHT FLYING?

Email for your copy today...... whilst stocks last

Weighs 95 grams with batteries.
Weighs just 45 grams without batteries.
Approximately 2.7 metres long.

Ideal to secure to your kites for
some night flying. ED

Ken Savage
12 November 2O16
Congratulations to Colin, Dave, Angela, Rob,
Ann, Alan & Ethan the Crosby Flyers for
collecting £1.110.70 over the last six months for
Zoe's Place, flying kites at Crosby. Thanks to all
the public that donated.

Sky Bums
15 November 2O16
In the run up to Christmas we have opened a
unit in the Parade Shopping Centre in the
centre of Shrewsbury (SY1 1DL). We are in the
process of stocking up but if there is anything
specific you might like please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Askhari Johnson Hodari

I was very touched to receive a pair of socks
from a member at the recent Annual General
Meeting. Members will instantly realise the
relevance of the gift..
I took them home and my daughter said ,
“What do the flags say Daddy?” I immediately
rushed to the computer to translate.......On
showing her the translation she asked “ Does
the person who gave them to you like you
Daddy?”..... Thanks Kevin , the jury is still out....
However my daughter loves the socks.....

This certificate was awarded to

This certificate was awarded to

for achieving the status of ‘Midlands Kite Flier of the Year’,
acknowledging all the hard work and effort that they have put
into their kite flying over the years.

Helene and Paul Morgan

Peter Spray

It is with great pride and surprise that I accept
the award of Kite Flier of the Year 2016. In the
three years that I have been with the club it has
given me immense joy to attend the various
meetings and events we have held over the
years and I look forward to the coming
year with the same excitement.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone I have met for their warmth, kindness,
advice (even about kites and kite flying) and
friendship.
It is lovely on a nice day surrounded by the
beauty of nature and the great outdoors to see
the kites in the air and the families who
visit sharing in the spectacle we all, as
members, aim to achieve.
Long live the club and a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to you all and your families.
Peter Spray

SKYBUMS

for achieving the status of ‘Midlands Kite Maker of the Year’,
acknowledging all the hard work and effort that they have put
into their kite making over the years.

Not just for Halloween.

I had liked the Skeleton kites sold, under
license, by Premier kites since I first saw an

obscure video of one last year.
I knew who manufactured them but, despite
the many favours I had done them in the past,
they were not willing to give one up to me even at a price!
I had corresponded many times with Premier
Kites too but, historically, they have only ever
contacted me when they wanted something their customer service ethic doesn’t appear to
me to stretch to replying to emails - however, in
other correspondence, a number of people
have told me that I’m not lonely!
UK Supplier
And then I saw kiteworld.co.uk had got a stock
of them in and I was swiftly on the phone to
order up three …
One 21ft long Black, a 21ft white pirate and the
only 10ft pirate they had in stock.
It’s OK - I had obtained pre-permission from
Marilyn to buy them - well, for two of them
anyway.
They arrived within two days - Happy Bunny!
How do they fly?
I will say that didn’t really expect these kites to
fly as well as they do.
The head is the part that flies (the kite) - and
the body is the tail held out by two connecting
rods across the shoulder and two rods, under
bowed tension, as the hips.
The head’s are big and flat and don't look at
all as if they will fly but once the ‘bones’ are
unfurled and clipped and velcro’d on,
everything makes extreme sense.

There have just got to be some other designs
yet to be imagined using this same simple form
- or perhaps there are?
We both think that they are quite amazing in
the way that they fly and have no hesitation in
recommending them.
Of course I didn’t expect a flying line in the
bag from Premier Kites but any light line will do
as they launch easily and slowly with minimal
pull before gently dancing, just like - well I
suppose just a skeleton in the sky really?
Over confidence
A word of warning though - Don't have your first
assembly session out on the kite field.
There are a fair number of different sized rods
to find a place for and a ribbon to tie them in
place at the centre.
Some of the rods are supposed to go through
sleeves that you don't notice until you've
assembled past that stage and the odd shape
will have you working harder than Lord Sugar’s
face cream in even the slightest breeze if
you’re not able to display positivity about what
goes where!
Flatly refusing to look at the instructions (Marilyn
is getting as bad as me now), we showed great
teamwork in assembling the first head in our
lounge.
Once we had finally sussed it, the second and
third kites took no time at all.
The ‘body’ section just unrolls and is easy.
However, we still have not yet taken up the
challenge of setting it up on the field and the
kites are put in the car last, on top of the rest of
the gear.
Pressure on prices
By the time this article is published, kite buyers
like myself will have noticed an increase to the
cost of kites.
Yes, the dollar or euro price tag should be
pretty much the same unless the greedy ones
amongst the manufacturers continue on their
upward path but the price UK traders have to
pay leaves them in a difficult position.
As most of the raw materials have to cross
water before they get here even kite makers
and kite manufactures will be forced to look at
costs too so maybe the companies that have
so far thrived on our contributions should be
taking a more long term view and not raining
quite so hard on the fire that keeps them
warm? (Well that’s the polite version!).

Hello All
After a weather-wise, wet and miserable
weekend there follows the inevitable catch up
of videos just edited - some filmed in warmer,
more inviting climates!
All kite related, short and, we hope,
entertaining.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IB5uMObfH
KY

If I
can
finish up with words of wisdom to reflect on for
all those teaching or learning to fly multi-line or
to those with kite making projects stuck
halfway.
“You have only failed if you give up - until then
it is just experience”.
Happy New Year to all.
Allan and Marilyn
kitedisplays.co.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mt6c3XVp
q2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGXaN3C3Fg
Best regards
~ Allan and Marilyn
www.closeencounterskites.co.uk

Folding paper bike helmet
wins James Dyson Award

Affordable bike helmet that could save
lives wins prestigious design award.

The prize, which is open to university level
students or recent graduates, was won by
design grad Isis Shiffer, of the Pratt Institute of
Design in New York, who bagged a cool
£30,000 for claiming top spot.
It beat a wearable asthma management
system and smart contact lenses that can
measure glucose levels to the award.
Isis said: “I was lucky enough to be studying at
Royal College of Art and the Imperial College
of London for a semester, and was granted
access to Imperial’s crash lab.

17 November 2016

A rain-resistant, folding, paper bicycle helmet
has won the prestigious international James
Dyson Award for clever inventions.

“They had a European standard helmet crash
set-up that allowed me to gather enough data
on EcoHelmet’s proprietary honeycomb
configuration to know it was viable and worth
developing.”

The EcoHelmet is made from recycled paper
woven into a honeycomb structure that
protects the wearer’s head from impact from
any direction.
It is designed for those using bike-sharing
schemes who may not always carry protective
headwear.
World-famous inventor Dyson praised it as an
“incredibly elegant” solution to an “obvious
problem”.

Folded and unfolded versions side-by-side (Kimberly Mufferi/Dyson)

There were more than 3,200 serious injuries to
cyclists on the roads in 2015, the Department
for Transport said.
According to a 2016 study of 64,000 injured
cyclists by the University of New South Wales in
Australia, wearing a bike helmet can reduce
the risk of serious head injury by almost 70%.
Dyson added: “EcoHelmet solves an obvious
problem in an incredibly elegant way.

Isis with Sir James Dyson holding her invention (Kimberly Mufferi/Dyson)

“But its simplicity belies an impressive amount
of research and development. I look forward to
seeing EcoHelmets used in bike shares across
the world.”
Perhaps this could be standard
issuefor the Rokkaku Challenge...........

Not being an expert on ‘modern’ materials I found this article of interest.
Lets hope kite spars don’t get this expensive.!!! Ed.

The Times Friday 21st October 2O17

A Light Lunch.
This photograph of a novelty kite at Boscombe beach in Bournemouth is on show at the
‘Photomonth’ exhibition in Bethnal Green, east Londo

