EXTRA CHRISTMAS FLYER 2O18
NOTHING TOO SERIOUS!!!

INFORMATION

CLUB FLY-INS
We hold club fly-ins each month (winter included)
at various sites. These are informal events and are a
great way of meeting other MKF members.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Your membership cards can obtain you discounts
for purchases from most kite retailers in the UK, and
gain you entry to events and festivals free or at a
reduced cost. Please keep them safe.
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
All fully paid up members are covered by Public
Liability Insurance to fly kites safely for pleasure
anywhere in the world. If you injure anyone whilst
flying your kite the injured party may be able to
claim on the club insurance for up to £5,000,000.
The club has Member-to-Member Liability
Insurance. A claim may be refused if the flier was
found to be flying a kite dangerously - e.g. using
unsuitable line, in unsuitable weather; flying over
people, animals, buildings or vehicles. This
insurance does not cover you for damage to, or
loss or theft of members' kite/s.
BUGGIES, BOARDS & KITESURFING
Unfortunately we are not able to cover these
activities within the clubs insurance policy.
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The MKFNEWS is pleased to print articles and
photographs submitted by any interested party. All
submissions are reproduced at the Editors
discretion, however the Club cannot be held
responsible for any views or comments contained
in any such articles.
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WITH THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN

“Mr Watson, come here I want to see you" - the
amazing history of the
telephone, 140 years
after a landmark
occasion

We look back on the first telephone call to
celebrate 140 years since its inventor
secured patent rights for the device in the
UK.

What is the one piece of technology you can’t
live without? The television, electric lamp and
washing machine would certainly get many
people’s vote, but one item sure to garner
support is the telephone.
On March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell
filled a patent for the telephone. Bell’s name is
familiar to many of us, but there’s some
controversy over who actually invented the
telephone.

On February 14, 1876 Bell filed his patent,
‘Improvement in Telegraphy’. A few hours later
a lawyer submitted a patent caveat on behalf
of Elisha Gray, a teacher at Oberlin College,
who was working on a similar device.
On May 22 that year, Zenas F. Wilber claimed
(despite three affidavits to the contrary) that
he’d been bribed by an attorney for Bell to
award Bell the patent and had showed him
Gray’s caveat - something denied by Bell.
The debate still rages 140 years later. In his
2008 book ‘The Telephone Gambit’, Seth
Shulman claims Bell copied some of Gray’s
invention, something disputed by Bell’s
biographer
and
great-grandson
Edwin
Grosvenor.
Some argue inventor Antonio Meucci should
get the credit. Meucci filed a caveat in 1871
for a voice communication device, titled
‘Sound Telegraph’, but couldn’t afford to renew
it. In 2002 a resolution to recognise Meucci for
“his work in the invention of the telephone” was
introduced by US politician Vito Fossella and
passed.
Disputes aside - to date Bell’s patents have
been defended over 600 times - the
importance of Bell’s work and patent can’t be
understated. Here are 17 things you might not
know about Bell and the early days of the
telephone:

piece.” The
telephone.

Alexander Bell (he added the Graham when he
was 11) was born in Scotland on March 3,
1847. His mother was hearing-impaired and
used a hearing tube, while his father was a
speech teacher. The middle son of three, Bell
started inventing at an early age, and one of
his ambitions was to create a machine that
could reproduce human speech.
The family moved to Canada. In 1871, when
his father Alexander Melville Bell was invited to
introduce his Visible Speech system to a school
in Boston (check it out in the video below), Bell
junior went instead. In 1872 he opened a
school for the deaf, teaching his father’s
system.
Bell continued with his experiments, funded by
lawyer (and later father-in-law) Gardiner
Hubbard and his partner Thomas Sanders,
working with electrician Thomas Watson on the
harmonic telegraph.
Bell was awarded his patent on March 7, 1876
- US patent number 174,465. It was described
as: “The method of, and apparatus for,
transmitting
vocal
or
other
sounds
telegraphically, as herein described, by
causing electrical undulations, similar in form to
the vibrations of the air accompanying the
said vocal or other sounds, substantially as set
forth.”
During trials on March 10, Bell made the first
successful speech telephone call to Watson
with the words: “Mr Watson, come here - I want
to see you.” Writing in his diary he said: “I
asked him to repeat the words. He answered,
“You said, ‘Mr Watson, come here - I want to
see you.’ We then changed places and I
listened at S (speaker) while Mr Watson read a
few passages from a book into the mouth
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The invention wasn’t an instant success. In 1876
Western Union declined the offer to buy the
rights to the telephone for £70,656 ($100,000),
believing it wasn’t a rival to the telegraph - a
decision the boss of Western Union would later
regret (see below).
In September 1876 Bell’s phone was exhibited
in Glasgow at the ‘British Association for the
Advancement of Science’ by Sir William
Thompson (later Lord Kelvin), who dubbed it:
"The greatest by far of all the marvels of the
electric telegraph."
Bell was awarded his UK patent on December
9, 1876.

Bell’s agent, Colonel Reynolds, brought the
telephone over to sell in the UK in 1877. The

picture above is a flyer advertising the
invention: ‘Persons using it can converse miles
apart, in precisely the same manner as though
they were in the same room.’
On January 14, 1878 Queen Victoria was given
a demonstration of the telephone by Bell at
Osborne House on the Isle of Wight. He made
the UK’s first publically witnessed long-distance
calls,
calling
London,
Cowes
and
Southampton.
Queen Victoria liked the
telephone so much she wanted to buy it.
Reynolds offered the rights to the Post Office to
develop the telephone as part of the telegraph
system. The Post Office declined, then quickly
realised it had made a mistake, but it was too
late. Bell’s agent and others set up The
Telephone Company Ltd in 1878, selling the
UK’s first telephones.
[Related story: Wacky British inventions that
failed]
The location of one of the UK’s first telephone
lines was across the Thames from London’s
Hay’s Wharf to Hay’s Wharf Office on the north
bank of the river.
In 1878 the Post Office provided its first phones
from Bell’s UK agent. They were rented to a firm
in Manchester.

In the US, seeing the success of the Bell
Telephone Company, Western Union worked
with Elisha Gray and Thomas Edison on its own
version. The Bell Company sued Western
Union, the latter claiming in defence that Gray
had invented the telephone. The judge sided
with Bell and an agreement was reached on
November 10, 1879 - Western Union agreed to
withdraw from the telephone market.
In January 1880 the first phone book was
released in the UK with details of three
exchanges and 250 subscribers.

Until 1884 only subscribers could use
telephones. In 1884 the Postmaster General
allowed the first call boxes to be built - dubbed
‘public call offices’.
In the 1890s the private telephone companies
including The Telephone Company became
the National Telephone Company - which was
taken over by the Post Office in 1912 - from
which BT is descended.

Check out the bottom of the page!!!!

COMPETITION RULES AND REGULATIONS
1
2

The object of the competition is to design and make a kite that fulfils the brief of a
‘BUTTERFLY’ in all its glory on a beautiful summer’s day. (Berrington Hall July 2019)
The judging criteria are;-

Fulfils the design brief

3

Quality of Manufacture

4

Quality of Performance

5

Aesthetic Qualities

6

Excitement Factor

7

Originality - Innovation

8

Competitors must supply their own fabric, spars, tape etc.

9

Competitors will supply their own equipment, both for manufacture and flying.

10

The judge’s decision(s) will be absolutely final in the event of any disagreement(s).

11

There may well be some more rules, but we are still making them up.......

12

HAVE FUN AND ENJOY THE CHALLENGER!

The final kite must fly to at least 200’ when viewed by the judges.

© BILL SOUTEN 2018

THOUGHTS!!!!!!!!
REALISTIC
ABSTRACT
EVOCATIVE
EXCITING
SCALE
FLITTERING
FLUTTERING
THOUGHTFUL
Competition organised by Bill Souten
of the Midlands Kite Fliers, c/o 52
Shepherd’s Court, Droitwich Spa,
Worcestershire, WR9 9DF.
All questions/queries should be sent to
him via billy.souten@btinternet.com.
The competition will be judged at the
Leominster & Hereford Kite Festival in
July 2O19.
Good luck to ALL that enter.

The object of the Scramble Squares puzzle game is to arrange the nine colorfully
illustrated square pieces into a 6¾" x 6¾" square so that the realistic graphics on
the pieces' edges match perfectly to form a completed design in every direction.
Can you unscramble the squares without scrambling your brain?
The 9-piece puzzle creates an enormous number of possible combinations in a 3
piece x 3 piece pattern - 95,126,814,720 to be exact. But only one possible solution
will give you the complete design in every direction!
Good luck, but be warned it’s a bit addictive........Ed.

If anyone recognises this kite and has any information about it please forward to the editor.

If anyone recognises this kite and has any information about it please forward to the editor.

