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INFORMATION 
CLUB FLY-INS 

We hold club fly-ins each month (winter 

included) at various sites. These are informal 

events and are a great way of meeting other 

MKF members. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Your membership cards can obtain you 

discounts for purchases from most kite retailers in 

the UK, and gain you entry to events and festivals 

free or at a reduced cost. Please keep them 

safe. 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

All fully paid up members are covered by Public 

Liability Insurance to fly kites safely for pleasure 

anywhere in the world. If you injure anyone whilst 

flying your kite the injured party may be able to 

claim on the club insurance for up to 

£5,000,000. The club has Member-to-Member 

Liability Insurance. A claim may be refused if the 

flier was found to be flying a kite dangerously - 

e.g. using unsuitable line, in unsuitable weather; 

flying over people, animals, buildings or 

vehicles. This insurance does not cover you for 

damage to, or loss or theft of members' kite/s. 

BUGGIES, BOARDS & KITESURFING 

Unfortunately we are not able to cover these 

activities within the clubs insurance policy. 

 

‘MKF@NEWS’ DEADLINES FOR 2O2O+ 

 

The MKFNEWS is pleased to print articles and 

photographs submitted by any interested party. 

All submissions are reproduced at the Editors 

discretion, however the Club cannot be held 

responsible for any views or comments 

contained in any such articles. 

 

YOUR CLUB OFFICERS 

CHAIRMAN - NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Bill Souten 

52 Shepherds Court 

Droitwich Spa 

Worcestershire, WR9 9DF 

 07840800830 

chairman@mkf.org.uk 

editor@mkf.org.uk 

 

I am sorry but I don’t do ‘Facebook’,  

If you want me either email or phone ..... I’ll always get back to you. 

SECRETARY  

Phil Howden 

90 Beech Drive,  

Kidsgrove, 

Stoke-on-Trent,  

Staffordshire, ST7 1BD 

 07964083474 

secretary@mkf.org.uk 

TREASURER 

Julia Souten 

52 Shepherds Court 

Droitwich Spa, 

Worcestershire, WR9 9DF. 

 07840800830 

treasurer@mkf.org.uk 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Linda Richardson 

19 Wigsley Close 

Doddington Park 

Lincoln 

Lincolnshire, LN6 3LD 

 

membership@mkf.org.uk 

WEBSITE MANAGER 

Sam Hale 

12 Briery Street, 

Lancaster, 

Lancashire,  

LA1 5RD. 

 07895 009128 

websitemanager@mkf.org.uk 
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15 hilarious jokes about kites 
 

 
 

Here's a collection of short and funny jokes 

about kites and their use as an entertainment 

and sports object. 

 

Kites were invented 2,500 years ago by the 

Chinese. They serve multiple purposes and, 

without them, the world would be less colorful. 

And can they make us laugh? For sure. Take a 

look at a few clever riddles, hilarious one-liners, 

silly parodies, smart double entendres and 

spicy puns involving kites and kiteboarders: 

 

A kid lets go of a kite, and his father tells him: 

"Son, not everything is better wireless." 

 

You might be a kiteboarder if you carried a 

trainer kite into SeaWorld, you name your son 

"Bow" and your daughter "Cee." 

Why did he lose his kite? He let it go. 

 

Four kite strings stop in front of a suspicious 

looking bar. The first kite string says: "I'm going 

in for a beer." He goes in, and the bartender 

says: "We don't serve kite strings in here." So he 

walks out. The second and third kite strings go 

in with the same results. "Get out! We don't 

serve kite strings in here!" The fourth kite string 

takes off his hat, places his hand on top his 

head, and rubs his hair around tangling it. 

Then, he puts his hat back onto his head and 

enters the bar confidently. The bartender looks 

at him suspiciously and asks: "Aren't you a kite 

string?" The kite string takes his hat off, bows, 

and says: "No sir, I'm a frayed knot." 

 

What material makes the best kites? Flypaper. 

My father and I were flying a kite, and we 

couldn't decide whether or not to let it go or 

bring it down. After discussing it for nearly an 

hour, we still couldn't decide, so the issue 

remained up in the air. 

 

Getting my kite stuck in a tree is not my favorite 

thing in the world. But it's up there. 

 

Life is like a kitesurfing kite. Occasionally, you 

get zapped by lightning. 

 

A man is in his backyard trying to launch a kite. 

He throws the kite up in the sky, the wind 

catches it for a couple of seconds, but it soon 

comes crashing back down. After a few tries, 

he is about to give. Meanwhile, his wife is 

watching from the window, muttering how men 

need to be told how to do everything. A few 

seconds later, she yells to her husband: "You 

need more tail." Confused, the man turns 

around and replies: "Make up your mind, dear. 

Last night, you told me to go fly a kite." 

 

I visited my doctor and asked him to prescribe 

for something for wind. He told me to buy a 

kite. 

 

A kite has its ups and downs. 

 

Do you know what they call two pieces of tin 

foil rubbed together? A parafoil. 

 

I love kitesurfing because it allows me to spend 

more time at the bar. 

 

A man says to a wind turbine: "I'll hold up a 

huge kite, and then you blow air at me until I lift 

off. What do you think of that?" The wind turbine 

replies: "I'm not a huge fan." 

 

What is the difference between rigging a kite 

and a windsurfer? Sixty minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Absolute Van Gogh by 

Von Tjong 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
6 kite installed in the ceiling at Flux Factory, during 

the almost something show 
 

 
  Shakib Gunn (right) with Von Tjong on her hand 

painted Van Gogh's 12 sunflower on a tyvek rokkaku. 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kite Flying for Health 

and Happiness 

5 healthy reasons to go fly a kite. 

 

 Linda Wasmer Andrews 

 

 

Flying a kite may be the ultimate carefree 

pastime. That makes it the perfect metaphor - 

and a fine activity - for health promotion. 

Some people approach getting healthier as an 

exercise in self-discipline, a triumph of the will 

over the sometimes recalcitrant body. 

Personally, I prefer to see it as an exercise in 

self-nurturing, a triumph of optimism over the 

wear and tear of daily life. Of course, adopting 

a healthier lifestyle takes some real effort and 

commitment, and it can't always feel easy or 

fun. But when the enterprise as a whole isn't 

imbued with playfulness and joy, I suspect that 

it may be missing the point. What good are a 

sound mind and strong body without a spirit of 

enjoyment? 

Kite flying is the very definition of sheer fun. For 

those who need more justification than that, 

here are five good reasons to do it. 

 

Mindfulness 

Mindfulness is a method of 

paying attention that fosters more acute 

awareness of the here and now. That 

awareness, in turn, has a number of proven 

health benefits, including improved 

pain management and 

decreased anxiety and depression. Research h

as also shown that it's associated with anatomic 

changes in areas of the brain involved in 

memory, learning, and emotion. Watching a 

kite drift across the sky, it's easy to become 

enthralled by the present moment, temporarily 

letting go of yesterday's headaches and 

tomorrow's deadlines. 

 

Nature 

Kite flying is an outdoor activity framed by the 

great expanse of sky and attuned to the 

nuances of wind. A large body of research now 

attests to the mind/body benefits of spending 

time in nature. While much study has focused 

on green space, researchers have also begun 

to look at the restorative power of blue space 

in the form of water. From there, it's only a small 

intuitive leap to the idea that soaking up blue 

space above the horizon might be beneficial 

as well. When a kite isn't handy, watching 

clouds sail across the sky may have a similar 

effect. 

 

Exercise 

Experienced kite flyers say it's a myth that you 

need to run to launch a kite. The idea is to let 

the wind do that work for you. But kite flying 

puts you in an environment that's conducive to 

outdoor play. Once you've packed away the 

kite, you might be tempted take a walk, run, or 

otherwise enjoy the outdoor setting. If you want 

to raise your heart rate while the kite is still up in 

the air, try kite boarding.               .                                 

Preliminary research has shown its value as a 

cardio workout. 

 

Socializing 

While most kites can be flown by one person, 

kite flying is often done in a group, whether it's 

simply a fun family outing or an organized 

festival or competition. As outdoor activities go, 

it's unusually inclusive, open to individuals of 

every age, size, and physical ability. A beautiful 

kite is also a natural conversation starter - an 

excuse to create happy memories with loved 

ones or strike up an acquaintance with a fellow 

kite flyer at the park. Considerable evidence 

shows that these kinds of social connections 

are crucial for individual health and well-being. 

 

Beauty 

A colourful kite soaring gracefully overhead is a 

lovely sight. Making your own kite can be an 

act of artistry. But even the selection of a store-

bought kite is a mode of personal expression 

and a celebration of what's beautiful to you. 

Think of it as having happiness on a string. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/optimism
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/mindfulness
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/attention
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/leadership
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/anxiety
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/depression
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21071182
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6WJ8-4YX000X-1&_user=10&_coverDate=12%2F31%2F2010&_alid=1712913090&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=6872&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=5&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=9bca6cbac719554251a888639023f674&searchtype=a
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18841379
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/sport-and-competition
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/memory
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/happiness


 
K was a kite 

Which flew out of sight, 
Above houses so high, 

Quite into the sky. 

k 

Fly away, kite! 

 

 
 

When I look at the kite in the air 

I see 

lightness, joy, playfulness 

stillness and waiting 

unexpected moments 

courage 

     speed and freedom 

life itself 

and it changes me 

 

Author unknown..... 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FUN 



Or you could go Kite Flying instead?!*! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Great craftmanship from Mary Poppins! 

A thought for the New Year! 

 

God has strewn our 

path with wonders, and 

we certainly should not 

go through life with our 

eyes shut! 

Alexander Graham Bell 

Check out the attached articles about the man himself. 

 

 

 



 

With heartfelt thanks to everyone linked to the Midlands Kite Fliers 

for their good wishes and kind words over the past few months. 

Hopefully the coming year will be more positive…. 

Thanks…. 

Bill and Julia Souten. 

PROSTATE MAN RETURNS 



 

Kev SkyPirate Williams shared  

A Huge Thanks & Double Thumbs Up to All 

Involved in organising this thoroughly epic 

event...?  

I, personally having never been to a kite 

festival before, found the experience to be  

* very welcoming  

* well organised,  

* well advertised 

* Very well attended  

from North, East, South & West...  

* Very much enjoyed by All... 

I can't, recall seeing one single face, without a 

smile on it or grinning from laughter, not parent 

or child... 

It was brilliant to see so many kites in the same 

place, in Nottingham for a decade!!! 

David Wadeson is at Rushcliffe Country Park. 

Nottingham, United Kingdom 

A good turnout at Rushcliffe Country Park 

yesterday. Loads of public, but not ideal winds 

over the trees. I managed to fly a small trilobite 

for a while with a Robert Van Weers fish and 

some other random junk. 

Barbara Breakwell It was great to meet you and 

fellow members and Thank You once again for 

attending and enthusing so many people to 

"try" kite flying. 

 

BACK AGAIN IN 2020?  

Let me know what you think… Ed. 



BEFORE 

 

AFTER 

 

 

Mike Rourke       19 August at 02:31 

Latest project completed. Frog kite bought 

from ebay for £12.50. A bit of surgery, plus 

about 1 metre of spare white ripstop, results in 

a 2 square metre "Trilobite". 

I've named it "Froglobite" 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandskitefliers/permalink/2980679678670322/


Berrington Butterfly Kite Challenge 

The kite challenge at Berrington Hall has 

become a tradition.  There have been many 

previous events including ‘A kite made from 

recycled materials’,  ‘A kite made from an 

umbrella’ and  ‘A kite in the form of a letter’ (from 

the alphabet, not a piece of correspondence, 

you know who you are!) 

This year we had to build a butterfly kite.  There 

were a good number of entries and each was 

built in a different style making it difficult for the 

judges, Bill Souten and Fred Broadhead. 

The judges inspected each kite on the ground 

and then made sure that each flier could get 

their kite airborne. 

 

 

 

Karl, the reigning champion, brought a rather 

good Cabbage White which was somewhat 

more realistic than Paul’s ‘Tobacco White’ (aka 

Brown) kite built the night before in his tent.  

Mike’s very special Edo-style creation in silk and 

bamboo certainly seemed to have the most 

work put into its construction.  Roy and Helen 

seemed to be entering two competitions at the 

same time with their butterflies seeming to be an 

ingenious use of recycled parts.  Finally Mick 

brought certainly the smallest kite, only a couple 

of inches high. 

The final decision was made and, for the first 

time, I was declared the winner with my orange 

tip butterfly.  Although I’m not sure the comment 

from one of the judges that ‘it flew when it 

looked like it shouldn’t’ was a compliment. 

Thanks very much to Bill for organising both this 

competition and the festival and to Fred for his 

fine judging skills.  Next year’s competition is to 

build a Pear Top kite, so get your designs ready. 

 

Dave Shakspeare 

 

 

Cushion found in our holiday home after the 

event at Berrington. 

 



Call to Artists: 

Official Festival 

Poster Contest 
 

 

 

Print the WSIKF poster competition guidelines 

and artist information form.  These will need to 

be signed and returned with your entry. 

Artwork must be submitted by January 6, 2020.  

Artwork will be on public display at the World 

Kite Museum. The winning poster will be 

selected by the Kite Festival Committee 

in March. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact Holli at the World Kite Museum, 360-

642-4020 or by 

email: director@worldkitemuseum.com 

If you would like to view the past poster winners, 

they are on display at the World Kite Museum 

and on our WSIKF Poster Contest page. 

Thank you! 

  

 

HERE’S THE FINE PRINT: 

▪ Limited edition printing will consist of 300 

posters to be signed and numbered by the 

artist. Printing and proofing will be the 

responsibility of the kite festival poster 

committee. 

▪ Entries must be delivered to the World Kite 

Museum, 303 Sid Snyder Drive, Long Beach, 

WA by 5pm Monday, January 6, 2020. 

▪ Please include this signed and dated 

document with your entry. 

▪ Please do not mat or frame your entries. 

▪ It is the artist’s responsibility to sign and 

number the prints as soon as they are 

received from the printer. 

▪ The Artist will receive 15 non-numbered 

posters which are not to be available for 

sale until after the Kite Festival. 

▪ The artist will receive a payment of $750 

payable within 30 days of completion of all 

signing and numbering of posters. An 

additional commission of $2.00 per poster 

sold through 8-31-18 will be paid by 

September 15
th

. The final payment will be 

made by January 20th. There is no 

commission due on any poster sold after 

January 1
st

. 

▪ The artist may elect to buy any unsold 

posters after January 1
st

. The price would be 

cost plus 10% (cost of poster printing & the 

tube & caps). 

▪ WSIKF retains the rights to print/publication. 

▪ The artwork shall be: 18 inches high by 24 

inches wide or 24 inches high by 18 inches 

wide. 

▪ The title block will be added by the Kite 

Festival. 

 

http://kitefestival.com/call-to-artists-official-kite-festival-poster-contest/
http://kitefestival.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WSIKFposterentry2017.pdf
http://kitefestival.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WSIKFposterentry2017.pdf
mailto:director@worldkitemuseum.com
http://kitefestival.com/kite-festival-poster-contest/

