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INFORMATION 
CLUB FLY-INS 

We hold club fly-ins each month (winter included) 

at various sites. These are informal events and are 

a great way of meeting other MKF members. 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Your membership cards can obtain you discounts 

for purchases from most kite retailers in the UK, and 

gain you entry to events and festivals free or at a 

reduced cost. Please keep them safe. 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

All fully paid up members are covered by Public 

Liability Insurance to fly kites safely for pleasure 

anywhere in the world. If you injure anyone whilst 

flying your kite the injured party may be able to 

claim on the club insurance for up to £5,000,000. 

The club has Member-to-Member Liability 

Insurance. A claim may be refused if the flier was 

found to be flying a kite dangerously - e.g. using 

unsuitable line, in unsuitable weather; flying over 

people, animals, buildings or vehicles. This 

insurance does not cover you for damage to, or 

loss or theft of members' kite/s. 

BUGGIES, BOARDS & KITESURFING 

Unfortunately we are not able to cover these 

activities within the clubs insurance policy. 

 

The MKFNEWS is pleased to print articles and 

photographs submitted by any interested party. All 

submissions are reproduced at the Editors 

discretion, however the Club cannot be held 

responsible for any views or comments  

contained in any such articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YOUR CLUB OFFICERS 

CHAIRMAN - NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Bill Souten 

52 Shepherds Court 

Droitwich Spa 

Worcestershire, WR9 9DF 

 07840800830 

chairman@mkf.org.uk 

editor@mkf.org.uk 

 

I am sorry but I don’t do ‘Facebook’,  

If you want me either email or phone ..... I’ll always get back to you. 

SECRETARY  

Dave Hardwick 

Sunnyside, Cheadle Road, 

Oakamoor,  

Stoke on Trent 

Staffordshire, ST1O 3AF 

  07598 392613 

secretary@mkf.org.uk 

TREASURER 

Julia Souten 

52 Shepherds Court 

Droitwich Spa, 

Worcestershire, WR9 9DF. 

  07840800830 

treasurer@mkf.org.uk 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Linda Richardson 

19 Wigsley Close 

Doddington Park 

Lincoln 

Lincolnshire, LN6 3LD 

 07925205616 

membership@mkf.org.uk 

WEBSITE MANAGER 

Sam Hale 

12 Briery Street, 

Lancaster, 

Lancashire,  

LA1 5RD. 

 07895 009128 

websitemanager@mkf.org.uk 
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With the recent change in Government advice on the actions to protect our NHS  

and Save Lives through the coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic, the committee have  

considered what advice should be given to kite fliers. We note that the advice in  

England is NOT the same in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We also note  

that there does appear to be some lack of clarity in the advice although we must  

acknowledge that advice specific to us is never going to be given, and frankly we  

wouldn't ask for it. The Prime Minister was at pains in the House yesterday to say  

that the British people will use their common sense.  

That in itself does raise the first issue, that whilst you might be flying, socially  

distanced and taking all recommended precautions, that won't stop some  

questioning whether kite flying is 'sport' or 'exercise' and therefore whether you  

should be there, notwithstanding any local byelaws which of course still apply. We  

need to be mindful of other people's fears (and for some, enthusiasm for rule  

enforcement as they see it), and as such we would urge everyone to be kind:  

accept their concerns, offer to stop flying and walk away. Similarly if a crowd starts  

to gather, take your kite down and walk away. There will be another day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FOR ALL KITE FLIERS FROM THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

IN OPERATION HERE 

Please maintain a distance  

of 2 metres from  others 

2m 

2m 2m 2m 



 

 

DCMS has issued the following advice.  

 

• We are increasing people's access to local, outdoor physical activity for the  

purpose of wellbeing.  

•This includes outdoors sports courts and facilities.  

•People will only be able to use these facilities with people from their own  

households though or by themselves or, as long as they stay 2 metres apart,  

with one other person from outside their household.  

• You can only exercise in groups of no more than two, unless you are exclusively  

with members of your household.  

• This means that you cannot have five people from one household plus one  

person from outside the household playing sport together. But you can have  

two people, from two different households, as long as they are staying two  

metres apart.  

• It is for individual facilities and organisations to develop their own guidance on  

reopening, to best fit their own situation, in line with the Government's  

advice.  

Key messages for those wishing to exercise:  

•You can take part in exercise or activity alone or with your household.  

•You can also now meet one person outside of your household to exercise but you  

must stay two metres apart.  

• There is a two person limit on gathering to exercise or take part in activity unless  

you are exercising with your household.  

•Check in advance if the facilities you want to use have reopened.  

•If exercising in the countryside remember to follow the countryside code and act  

responsibly.  

• Once you are home remember to wash your hands  

BKFA takes the view that they key phrase here is 'wellbeing', and we all know the  

peace and wellbeing that kite flying can promote.  

BKFA takes the guidance to mean that you can fly your kites PROVIDED you  

practice social distancing. You may fly with others in your own household or with  

one other person not in your own household, but not both. If you are with a  

person from outside your household you must socially distance from that person. 

 

Advice from The British Kite Flying Association, courtesy of Jerry Swift. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Please feel free to use this artwork to make your 

own notices when flying  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FOR ALL VIRTUAL KITE FLIERS FROM THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

IN OPERATION HERE 

Please maintain a distance  

of 2 metres from others 

2m 

2m 2m 2m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FOR ALL  KITE FLIERS FROM THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

IN OPERATION HERE 

Please maintain a distance of 2 metres from  

ALL others especially any spectators !!* 

2m 

2m 2m 2m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FROM THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SOCIAL 

DISTANCING 

IN OPERATION 

Please maintain a 

distance of 2 metres 

from  ALL others 

2metres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FROM THE MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SOCIAL 

DISTANCING 

IN OPERATION 

 

Please maintain a distance 

of 2 metres from ALL others, 

especially any spectators !!* 

 

2metres 



 

As displayed by Bognor Kite Fliers. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CANCELLED DUE TO  

CORONAVIRUS 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL NEXT YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the event of poor weather conditions the fly-in will be cancelled.  

It is always advisable to check that the event is happening before travelling any distance 

All our ‘fly-ins’ are Civil Aviation Authority and Site Owner approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ENGLISH PEAR TOP KITE-David Pelham, Penguin Book of Kites 1976  

 
 

FRENCH PEAR TOP KITE-David Pelham, Penguin Book of Kites 1976 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘Virtual’ COMPETITION 

    RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1 
The object of the competition is to design and make a kite 

that fulfils the brief of a ‘PEAR TOP KITE’ 

2 

The judging criteria are;-  

Fulfils the design brief. i.e. A  ‘Virtual’ Peartop Kite 

3 Quality of Manufacture 

4 
Quality of Performance  

The final kite must fly to at least a virtual 200’ when viewed by the judges. 

5 Aesthetic Qualities 

6 Excitement Factor 

7 Originality – Innovation 

8 

Form – Entries to this ‘virtual’ competition can be in any form;-  

drawings, models, diagrams, photographs,  videos etc. 

(Anything except the kite itself!!) 

9 

All entries are to be sent to Bill Souten at the address below 

before the closing date. Entries will be acknowledged when 

received. 

10 
The closing date for all entries is 12 noon on Saturday 11

th

 July 

2O2O    (The date of the cancelled Berrington Kite Festival.) 

11 
The judge’s decision(s) will be absolutely final in the event of 

any disagreement(s). 

12 
There may well be some more rules, but we are still making 

them up....... 

13 HAVE FUN AND ENJOY THE CHALLENGE! 

14 

All entries are to be sent to;- Bill Souten 

The Midlands Kite Fliers of Great Britain,  

c/o
 52 Shepherd’s Court, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 9DF. 

O784O8OO83O      billy.souten@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
A few examples of Bill Souten’s latest virtual  

Peartop Kites – just using my initials!! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                         

 

 

 

CAP 393 

Air Navigation: The Order 

and the Regulations 

- 

TODAY’S HEIGHT 

LIMIT WILL BE 

1,OOO feet 

MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PRE REGISTERED ON SITE CAMPING AVAILABLE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the event of poor weather conditions the fly-in will be cancelled.  

It is always advisable to check that the event is happening before travelling any distance 

All our ‘fly-ins’ are Civil Aviation Authority and Site Owner approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                       

                       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                       

                       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

From Jon and Gill Bloom of The Kite Society of 

Great Britain (KSGB) re Portsmouth International 

Kite Festival 2020: 

Firstly, we’d like to say a huge thank you for your 

patience and support while we’ve been 

navigating our way through this difficult time – it 

really does mean so much to everyone here. 

It is with heavy hearts that we announce that 

Portsmouth International Kite Festival 2020 will no 

longer be going ahead as planned. Working 

closely with Portsmouth City Council we have 

jointly come to the conclusion that the only safe 

and viable option was to cancel the 2020 event. 

We know this will be a huge disappointment to 

everyone who is part of our festival family but we 

will be working harder than ever and will return 

even stronger in August 2021 (final date to be 

confirmed but provisionally 14th & 15th) at our 

fantastic seafront location. 

The health and wellbeing of our kite flying friends 

and the many public who come to see the kites 

is the most important thing so please stay safe this 

summer, look out for each other and we will see 

you next year. 

Jon and Gill 

 

The official statement from Portsmouth City 

Council is:- 

Unfortunately due to the ongoing Covid 19 

pandemic, it is with deepest regret that we have 

decided to cancel the Portsmouth International 

Kite Festival this summer. 

We have been closely monitoring Government 

advice and were hopeful we could deliver parts 

of the event. However, the UK Government's 

COVID-19 recovery strategy clearly recognises 

that public events present a high risk to public 

health and therefore it will not be possible to hold 

large scale public gatherings at this stage and 

for many months ahead. 

We want to thank all our kite flyers, traders and 

suppliers for your support and for organising what 

would have been a fantastic event and we hope 

to bring this to you next summer. 

 

 

International Kite Festival 

15th - 16th August 

Dear Kite Friends 

Firstly, we’d like to say a huge thank you for your 

patience and support for the event while we’ve 

been navigating our way through this difficult 

time – it really does mean so much to everyone 

here. 

We have been closely monitoring Government 

advice. The UK Government's COVID-19 

recovery strategy clearly recognises that public 

events present a high risk to public health and 

therefore it will not be possible to hold large 

scale public gatherings at this stage and for 

many months ahead. 

Therefore, it is with heavy hearts that we 

announce that first Billing Aquadrome 

International Kite Festival 2020 will no longer be 

going ahead as planned but is postponed to 

14th & 15th August 2021. Working closely with 

Billing Aquadrome we have jointly come to the 

conclusion that the only safe and viable option 

was to postpone the 2020 event. 

We know this will be a huge disappointment to 

everyone who is part of our festival family but we 

will be working harder than ever to produce  

an amazing event on 14th & 15th August 2021 

at this fantastic new location. 

The health and well being of our kite flying 

friends and the many public  

who come to see the kites is the most important 

thing so please stay  

safe this summer, look out for each other and 

we will see you next year. 

 

Jon and Gill 

 

 

 

PORTSMOUTH  
CANCELLED 

https://mobirise.com/


 

CODY KITE 
 

 

This kite was purchased by Hans-Peter Böhme in 1996 at Sotheby`s Cody auction. The form of the 

wings was previously unknown to me. This is a good piece of kite even though nearly 90 years old. 

It is exciting to think that CODY HIMSELF has handled this kite... 

The spars are made entirely from bamboo. The sails were mostly in good condition considering the 

age, and were very tight. The design of the spar pockets is very specific.  

 

Fig. 1. Left: Cody, back elevation Fig 2. Right: Side elevation 

 

 

 



 

 

Fig. 3. Left main wing, nibbled by the teeth of time ... Fig 4. Right main wing 

 

This is not intended to be a plan from which to build a kite, but rather a design description.  

Important: All measurements on the diagrams are excluding seams and describe the situation after 

sewing all parts together. You have to add 2 cm to the upper and lower edges of the side and 

central panels, which are drawn separately. If you want to build the kite, it would be best to perform 

a sanity-check on all measurements. The following drawings describe the completed kite.  

 

 

 

 



 

Overview graphics: 

 

Fig. 5. Upper surface 

The white vertical parts on the wings are the places for the spar pockets. The bamboo spars in the 

main wings are slightly curved by air pressure (BÄNDER FÜR ABSPANNUNG = loops for supporting lines 

of the wing). 



 

 

Fig. 6. Lower surface: 

The lower panels are made of four small pieces to prevent stretching due to flapping panels.(VORNE 

= front, WAAGEPUNKTE = bridle points) 

 

Fig. 7. lower front panel 



 

 

Fig. 8. Side panel 

This is the left front side panel, referenced to fig. 5. The other side panels are mirror images. The 

reinforcing piece 7.5 × 14.0 behind the hole for the diagonal spars is located on the inside of the 

sail. 

 

Fig. 9. Central panel 

The measurements include the hem; this panel is sewn along the 0.5 cm seam to the upper and 

lower panels. 



 

 

Fig. 10. Front elevation 

The diagonal front spars are 260 cm long, the diagonal back spars are 200 cm long. The longerons 

are 190 cm long. 

The supporting lines for the wings are drawn as dashed lines. Each line goes from the tips of the 

outer sail spars to the lower wing tip on that side.  

The diagonal spars are fixed on the lower end with tape loops on the wing tips, on the top end the 

spars were fixed with hemp cord. 

Unlike other Cody kites, the side panels are not parallel. 

The semi-circular marks are the places for the longeron pockets. The pockets for the sail spars are 

sewn to the outside of the wings; the sleeve pockets for the longerons are sewn between upper- and 

side-panel. All sleeve pockets are made from 4 cm cotton tape.  

 

Material:  

The sail consist of very fine cotton and is very stiff (age ? impregnation ?). The edge binding tapes 

are also made from very tight cotton. The spars are bamboo and the rigging lines are made of 

hemp (2 mm).  

 

General construction tips: 

All parts of the sails are hemmed before sewing together. You therefore have to sew hem to hem 

and not sail to sail. On each side of the edge bindings you have to add 10cm to get additional 

loops for the spars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Details:  

 

 

Fig. 11. Lower wing tip with pocket. The pocket here is drawn before sewing for clarity. 

 

Fig. 12. Hole for diagonal spar with pocket 

Individual parts: 

• A = Wing: trapezium with base line 58 cm, 22 cm height and an upper side of 9 cm. 

• B = pocket sleeve tape: rectangle 4.5 × 11 cm 

• C = Edge binding tape 4 cm, sewn to 2cm : length 60 cm 

• D = binding tape 5 cm : lenght 52 cm 

• E = edge binding tape 3 cm, sewn to 1.5 cm, length 125 cm  

• F = edge binding tape 3 cm, sewn to 1.5 cm, length 15 cm 

• G = reinforcing trapezium with base line 16 cm, height 4 cm and upperside 9cm. 

Preparation of the wing tips: 



• Base line of (A)is sewn to (C). 

• The upperside and 2 cm along both sides to the base line is sewn to (F). 

• Spreader pocket and pocket loops are one unit. Before you have sew the reinforcement 

trapezium (G) in the center of baseline. 

Preparing the sleeve pockets: 

• The tape (D) is aligned and sewn together with (B) in a wedge shape so that the pocket is 

14cm wide at the start, narrowing to 9cm after the fold. The binding tapes overlap each other 

by 1cm. The two halves are sewn together in the centre for 5cm after the fold, the remaining 

11cm stays open to make the loop.  

Sewing together: 

• It is best to draw the sewing lines for the spar pockets on the wing. They are sewn along the 

9cm line of the wing. On the bottom side, the spar pocket is compressed as it is 16cm wide 

instead of 9cm. This causes a sort of funnel at the opening of the spar pocket.  

• Lastly, the edging tape is sewn on. It is important that it overlaps 10-12cm at the beginning 

and the end. Then, after the other parts of the sail have been sewn together a loop can be 

sewn around the longeron, which will reduce the strain on the sail.  

IMPORTANT: Edging tape must also be sewn round the loop, and the remaining loop pieces 

folded (not shown in the drawing) so that the pressure from the spars is spread evenly over the 

sail area.  

 

 

Fig. 13. Half upper back wing  

 



Individual parts (Wing spar and pocket): 

• A = Wing. Trapezium with base line 58cm, 22cm high and top edge parallel to the base, 

9cm wide.  

• B = Pocket sleeve tape rectangle 6.6 × 17cm. 

• C = Edge binding tape 4cm sewn to 2cm: length 60cm. 

• D = Binding tape 5cm wide, about 80cm in length. 

• E = Edge binding tape 3cm wide, sewn to 1.5cm, 125cm long. (The 10cm overlap not 

shown.)  

• F = Edge binding tape 3cm wide, sewn to 1.5cm, 15cm long. 

• G = Reinforcing rectangle 24 x 12.5cm.  

• The hole for the spars is an ellipse measuring 6 × 8.5cm.  

 

Fig. 14. Wing with Pocket 

 



 

Fig. 15. Half of the front upper sail (the other half is a mirror image).  

Individual parts (just the pockets): 

• A = Pocket sleeve tape: rectangle 6.0 cm × 25 cm 

• B = Binding tape 5 cm wide: about 205 cm long 

• C = Reinforcing rectangle 14cm × 12cm, sewn on top of the wing  

• D = Pockets for sail spars: edge binding tape 4cm wide and 96cm long.  

• E = The hole for the spars is an ellipse of 6cm × 8cm  

The pockets for the sail spars are closed at the tip by the edge binding tape which runs round them, 

and they are sewn on the top side of the wing.  

N.B.: 

The sewn edges of the pockets change in width. From the right the width of the hole is 9cm, over the 

fold 10cm, over the first spar pocket 7cm, over the second spar pocket 6.5cm and the loop 9cm 

again. Because of this the spar lies closer to the sail spars.  



 

Fig. 16.: pocket, main wing 

 

Longerons 

Here I was at a bit of a loss. The principle is simple: all the spars consist of two pieces notched to 

about 5cm in depth at their ends, bound together with hemp string and placed in loops. Tension is 

created in the panels by adjusting the different sized struts against each other. The front and rear 

panels are 62cm apart.  

 

Fig. 17. Longerons 

B: Lower longerons (bamboo): 

Diameter about 10mm, i.e. smaller than the lower longerons. The main spar about 137cm, adjacent 

spar about 100cm overlapping and tying area about 23.5cm and overall length of 190cm. The 

longerons consist of a combination of longer and shorter struts in which on one side, the longer end 

is at the front and on the other side at the rear (to spread the weight evenly? for stability?)  

It is noticeable that the whole of the underside of the kite (sail and struts) is much more rigid than the 

upper side. 



 

Fig. 17. wing tip of the longerons 

 

Spars: 

 

 

Fig. 18: Mounting of sail spars 

You need eight sail spars, six for the front wing and two in the centre of the back wing. All sail spars 

are cut from bamboo, 2cm wide and 0.5 cm high. On one side, all the spars are given a 5mm 

semicircular notch where the line is fixed. The line (2mm hemp) is sewn through the pocket ends 

using a thick needle. All the pockets for the spars are sewn up on the outer edge as you look from 

the middle of the kite. The pockets themselves are made from a 4cm-wide cotton band and are 

always on the outer edge of the wing (see Fig.10).  

Spars for central panel front and back: 4 × 66 cm  

Spars for main wing: 4 × 98 cm  

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/cody_eng.htm#a3


Diagonal spars:  

All that follows now is pure speculation. The diagonal spars were not included (maybe lost fifty years 

ago). The diagonal front spars have to be at least 260 cm long, better 10 cm more. The diagonal 

back spars have to be at least 2000 cm long and here again better 10 cm more. A circumference 

of 2cm for the bamboo spars seemed quite enough for the tension. Each end (as for the longerons) 

is notched and bound. The spars are hung underneath in loops and on the top stretched with a line. 

Whether or not the two spars were bound together in the middle, I can only guess.  

 

Supporting lines:  

The outer sail spar of the main wing (see Fig. 5: points A und B) is tied on both sides to the tip of the 

lower small wing (see Fig. 6: point C) with two 120cm long anchor lines. The anchor lines consist of 

2mm strong hemp line. At points A and B on the wing, 6cm long bands are sewn as loops. At point C 

the anchor lines are passed through the spar pocket with a thick needle. See Fig. 10. 

Between the front and rear panels these are stretched along the struts. Beside this are 10cm long 

bands, some sewn on, some made up from overlapping edge bindings. The gap between the front 

and rear panels is 62cm overall.  

 

Bridle:  

The bridle line is again made from 2mm hemp line. The disposition of the bridle lines is unusual even 

for a Cody kite; one bridle line joins both front end points of the lower longeron and another joins 

the front points of the rear panel to the same spot. At least the bridle points are the same as in the 

well-known Cody War Kite (see also Fig. 6). Cody then knotted the two lines together with a simple 

loop so that all the bridle legs ran together to one point.  

The front bridle legs are each 84cm long, the rear legs must have been between 137.5cm and 

142cm. It is no longer possible to say exactly; both rear legs are torn, and through stretching are 

both of different lengths. As in all Cody models which closely resemble the original, the bridle legs 

are unusually short for the size of the kite.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/cody_eng.htm#a1
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/cody_eng.htm#a2
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/cody_eng.htm#a3
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/cody_eng.htm#a2


More information about S.F. Cody and his kites: 

Books: 

• David Pelham: DRACHEN, 1976 ISBN 3-7701-0946-5: S.50ff, S.184 (35 cm - cell), S.187 

(Compound Cody) (german) 

• Werner Backes: Drachen aus aller Welt, 1986 ISBN 3-473-42282-7: S.60ff (50 cm - cell) 

(german) 

• Boterman/Weve: Drachenmodelle zum Selberbauen, 1986 ISBN 3-88034-269-5: S.86ff 

(german) 

• Hugh Andrew: S.F. Cody`s War Kites (50 cm - cell) 

• Christine Schertel: Skywork Experience II. 1993: p 45ff (35 cm - cell) 

• Bill Cochrane: Box Kites, 1993 ISBN 0-7134-6920-X: p 78ff (35 cm - cell) 

• Ron Moulton: Kites, 1997 ISBN 1-85486-143-3: S.216 (war-Kite 90 cm - cell) 

Magazines (german): 

• DrachenMagazin 4/93: S.45ff (30 cm - Zelle) 

• DrachenMagazin 2/95: S.18ff (Man Lifter I) 

• DrachenMagazin 3/95: S.54ff (Man Lifter II) 

Internet: 

• Cody-Plan overview  

• Cody-Plan 

• Cody-War Kite (Picture) 

English translation : Philip Le Riche & friends  

 

©1997 Thomas-Michael Rudolph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.pc-labor.uni-bremen.de:80/kites/wwwkites/codyplan.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.pc-labor.uni-bremen.de/kites/wwwkites/r_cody.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/http:/www.kites.org/tmr/galerie.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20060427212318/mailto:'pleriche@uk03.bull.co.uk'


 

 

DENNIS ENGLAND 

 

We are sad to report that MKF member Dennis 

England was found dead in his home on March 

19th. Dennis was part of Project KARA (Kites 

Altitude Record Attempt) in 1980 and Project 

KARA II in 2006. 

When a kiteflier dies we often say 'Fly High'. 

Dennis loved flying high so I expect that that is 

exactly what he is doing now, now that he does 

not have CAA rules to follow! A fascinating man 

who kept himself to himself but was happy to talk 

and share knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis England receiving ‘The Midlands Kite Flier’ 

of the Yea’r Award in 2O11 from John Ryan, then 

the clubs Chairman. 

Deniis also received The Midlands Kite Flier of the 

Year’ Award in 1987. 

 

Dennis in the early days – the subject of one of 

John Barker’s Competitions. Dennis was noted for 

his sartorial dress! 

I’ve included a reprint of an article by Dennis 

England from a very early Midlands kite Fliers 

newsetter about his now infamous ‘Skyranger 

Reel’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Reprinted from The ‘MKFNEWS’ - March 1984 Our fifth anniversary edition. 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



Tom-EEE and Kel-EEE 

Aerial Team 

Tom White 

http:members.shaw.ca/kiteman 

 

If you are looking for an eye-catching drogue to 

fly behind your favourite two or four line kite, or 

just some line laundry that will draw the eye of 

the public to your single line lifter, this is the 

programme for you. 

If you have never sewn before, this is a simple 

project for your first attempt. It will take an 

evening or two to make the first one, with the 

subsequent ones coming along much faster. 

The best thing to do is to just jump into this and 

follow the steps.  

 

The programme is downloadable from the 

internet, and is fully adjustable, so that you can 

make the drogues almost any size….. 

 

                        Enjoy. 

 

If you have any problem in finding the 

programme, email me and I’ll send you a copy.   

Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Courtesy of ‘Kiting – The Journal of the American Kitefliers Association’. 

  Volume 42, Issue 1 Spring 2020 



 

 

Courtesy of ‘Kiting – The Journal of the American Kitefliers Association’. 

  Volume 42, Issue 1 Spring 2020 



 
 

Toyota Kite Project 
  

 

  

The giant kite called the Mothership will provide 

airborne platform for energy harvesting, 

weather data sensing, repeater for optical 

communication satellite, and other various 

applications. This system aims to be fully 

autonomous and energy independent for 

applicability and whole year operation.  

Oklahoma State University is working to prove 

concepts with Toyota. Inflatable kite structure 

provides easy deployment and structural 

feasibility. Operational systems are being 

develop including a winch and a flight 

controller. High altitude flight test will be 

performed in 2019.  

 

CONTACT  

ceat.okstate.edu 

405-744-5140  

Oklahoma State University  

 

 

Written by a head teacher and too good not to 

share      

What if ???              

If they cancel the rest of the school year, 

students would miss 2.5 months of education... 

Many people are concerned about students 

falling behind because of this. Yes, they may 

fall behind when it comes to classroom 

education... 

But what if...              

What if instead of falling “behind", this group of 

kids are ADVANCED because of this? Hear me 

out...              

What if they have more empathy, they enjoy 

family connection, they can be more creative 

and entertain themselves, they love to read, 

they love to express themselves in writing. 

             

What if they enjoy the simple things, like their 

own backyard and sitting near a window in the 

quiet.              

What if they notice the birds and the dates the 

different flowers emerge, and the calming 

renewal of a gentle rain shower?              

What if this generation are the ones to learn to 

cook, organize their space, do their laundry, 

and keep a well run home?              

What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live 

with less?              

What if they learn to plan shopping trips and 

meals at home.              

What if they learn the value of eating together 

as a family and finding the good to share in 

the small delights of the everyday?              

What if they are the ones to place great value 

on our teachers and educational professionals, 

librarians, public servants and the previously 

invisible essential support workers like truck 

drivers, grocers, cashiers, custodians, logistics, 

and health care workers and their supporting 

staff, just to name a few of the millions taking 

care of us right now while we are sheltered in 

place?              

What if among these children, a great leader 

emerges who had the benefit of a slower pace 

and a simpler life to truly learn what really 

matters in this life?          

What if they are  

http://go.okstate.edu/


 

 

EDITORIAL - BILL SOUTEN 

 

It’s rare that I actually write in the Midlands Kite 

Fliers Newsletter but we are in very strange 

times with very little, if any kite fly-ins or festivals 

taking place. 

Social Distancing is now the order of the day, 

yes, we do tend to fly in isolation from one 

another, but the core of Kite Flying is the chat 

and cross fertilisation of ideas and experiences 

with the general public and more importantly 

other likeminded Kite Fliers. 

 

Can this be achieved with Social Distancing? 

 

Many of our members, friends and colleagues 

are over 65 (including me!) and are at the 

greatest risk from this blooming coronavirus. 

 

Hence we have CANCELLED ALL EVENTS until 

future notice… I personally, at this time, do not 

think we shall be able to meet and fly together 

at all in the coming months of 2020.  I’m 

looking forward and am now planning the 

Calendar for 2020.  

 

 

 

1. Broad Haven, Pembrokeshire.  

1
st

, 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 May 2021 -  Confirmed as 

the tides are perfect… 
 

2. Berrington Hall 

!0
th

 & 11
th

 July 2021 – To be confirmed.. 
 

3. Regular Monthly fly-ins at;- 
 

Cofton Park, Longbridge, Birmingham. 

To be confirmed. 

Apedale, Newcastle under Lyme. 

To be confirmed. 
 

4. Sconce and Devon Park, Newark 

To be confirmed. 
 

5. Jinney Ring Craft Centre, Bromsgrove. 

To be confirmed 
 

6. Market Bosworth Country Park,  

To be confirmed. 
 

7. Rushcliffe, 

To be confirmed. 
 

8. Any suggestions……. 

 

The club usually holds its Annual General 

Meeting in November, most recently at the 

Apedale Centre. This will only happen this year 

if totally safe to do so. If not, it will be 

postponed for a further 12 months and 

combined with the AGM for 2021. 


